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Abstracts 

 

Kai Viljami Åberg (University of Eastern Finland). 

On Bi–musicality - Performing Romani Music As Non-Roma. 

 

The first inspiration of “bi-musical” was “bi-lingual”. Ethnomusicologists Mantle Hood (1960) 

applied the term to music the same way a linguist would when describing someone who spoke 

two languages. This emphasis upon music as communication, human understanding, and world 

peace, not only through musical performance. In this paper, I strongly proposed that 

musicology (ethnomusicology or musical anthropology) research should know the importance 

that performance (in this case among the Roma and non-Roma) allows us to get inside the 

music and experience its technical, aesthetic, and sonic challenges. Drawing on examples from 

my research on Romani music I discusses the skill sets required to hear complex rhythmic cycles 

and small gradations of pitch and tuning. “The training of the ears, hands, eyes and voice and 

fluency gained in these skills assures a real comprehension of theoretical studies” as Hood 

writes. My paper reminds us that music performance in any tradition makes huge cognitive and 

physical demands and to be bi-musical is analogous to being bilingual or fluent in more than 

one musical “language.” Okay, music may not be a language, but when we learn to speak 

through its various tongues we can experience new ways of being in the world. 

 

My presentation addresses these questions via fieldwork. Ethnographic field research carried 

out among Finnish Roma and abroad between 1994 and 2017. The methods of participant 

observation and the life story interviews employed during the fieldwork. 

 

Keywords: Finnish Roma, Ethnography, Romani culture, musical education, ethnicity 

 

Venera Achim (Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Romanian Academy, Bucharest). 

The Itinerant Blacksmithing Practiced by Gypsies in the Romanian Principalities. 

 

A well represented craft among the Gypsies in Romania up to about 1900 was that of 

blacksmith. In the villages of Wallachia and Moldavia, the working of iron was an occupation 

reserved almost exclusively for the Gypsies, but Gypsy blacksmiths were also present in towns, 



some of them as members of a guild. Until the middle of the 19th century, most of these 

people 

were slaves and practiced their craft in an itinerant way. 

 

The paper deals with the Gypsy blacksmiths crafting this way. They were moving with their 

families from a village to another, sitting in a place for a number of days and working at their 

small forge objects that the peasants needed or repairing agricultural equipment. The problems 

to be treated are the following: how did a blacksmith’s workshop look at that era and what 

techniques were used; how was made the moving from one locality to another; the material 

condition of these craftsmen; the blacksmiths’ relations with the peasants and the appreciation 

they enjoyed in the era; the negative effects on this craft of the competition from factory 

goods; the number of these blacksmiths and their territorial distribution; tax obligations and 

relations with authorities. We will also talk about the way in which this professional category 

has become sedentary, starting with approximately 1830. 

 

Keywords: Gypsies, Romanian principalities, blacksmiths, slaves, nomads, sedentarization 

 

Viorel Achim (Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Romanian Academy, Bucharest). 

The Struggle for Survival of the Roma Deported to Transnistria Illustrated by the Example of 

Two Nomadic Groups. 

 

An important chapter of the historical phenomenon of the deportation of Roma to Transnistria 

(1942-1944) is the struggle of deportees for survival. Some Roma groups have faced the 

extremely difficult conditions in the deportation sites, they obtained their food and clothing 

through the work they have carried out, and thus managed to survive. These people adapted to 

the local economy, made certain works for the farms, kolchozes, and local administration, and 

provided certain services to the local population, their work being paid in products or in 

money, which ensured their subsistence. 

 

This paper presents, on the basis of archive documents from those years, some of them 

originating from the deportees themselves, a couple of Roma nomadic groups that have 

managed to survive in this way. It describes the works and generally the economic activity of 

these groups and discusses the factors that contributed to their survival. Among other things, 

here comes the fact that the group had one or more crafts, which were practiced in the 

deportation sites in Transnistria, as it did at home in Romania. Also, the fact that the 

community has maintained itself under the conditions of deportation, with the same leader and 

the same internal relations. The group’s homogeneity was also important. 

 

Keywords: Roma, Gypsies, nomads, deportation, Transnistria, survival, work, crafts 



 

Thomas A Acton (University of Greenwich, Bucks New University, Corvinus University). 

The Conflation of the Beash and the Rudari: Unwitting Collusion between Roma and 

Gypsylorists in Perpetuating Antigypsyism. 

 

This paper will argue that the kind of conflation of groups shown in the prospectus for the GLS 

workshop on the “Bayash” is an example of the not uncommon process in which Gypsylorists 

accept the negative stereotypes of one Roma, or Traveller group by another, and build scholarly 

characterisations of those groups, legitimated by the support of the high-status stereotyping 

group, which become accepted, and can even hegemonise the understandings of those groups - 

or be tactically accepted to benefit from pro-Roma policy. As one Romanian-dialect Romni said 

to the author last year in Croatia (through translation from Romanian): “‘Bayash?’ That’s what 

they call us, isn’t it. But it’s not what we call ourselves.” This paper will seek to identify who 

“they” are, and why this happens. On the way to doing this it will recapitulate the author’s 

speculations about the history of those who do self-identify as Beash developed with Papp, 

 who wrote a revealing substantive grammar and lexicon of Beash as spoken by self-identified 

Beash in Pecs. 

 

Keywords: Beash, Rudari, identity, stereotyping, genealogy of ideas. 

 

Biser Alekov. 

Code-Switching among Multilingual Bulgarian Roma Children in Brussels. 

 

Brussels is one of the multilingual cities in Europe and bilingualism/multilingualism among the 

citizens of Brussels is a normal phenomenon. One part of the Roma children from Bulgaria 

came to Brussels very young and the other part of the children were born in Brussels. Actually 

they grow up in a multilingual environment – at home they speak Romani and Turkish and at 

school they learn French or Dutch. 

 

The aim of the paper is to describe the natural processes of code-switching and code-mixing in 

the spontaneous speech of the children in their everyday life. Analyzing the data I use the 

Accommodation theory of P. Trudgill. According to this theory the speakers adapt themselves 

to the environment and to the partner speakers, which is the bases of the processes such as 

code-switching and code mixing.  

 

Key words: multilingualism, code switching, child language, accommodation theory. 

 

 

 



Hamied Al Hashimi (International Colleges of Islamic Sciences, London; Qadisiya University, 

Iraq) and Talib A.K. Bdairi (University of Al Qadisiya, Iraq). 

Livelihood Strategies of Society under Siege: A Fieldwork Study of the Gypsy Village in 

Diwaniyah - Iraq. 

 

Gypsies apparently arrived in Mesopotamia around the tenth century, long before many Arab 

tribes and despite their cultural assimilation into the local culture, Gypsies were not assimilated 

into the local society, partly because the local society rejected them and partly because they 

did not want to assimilate. 

 

Gypsies, or Kawliya as they are called in Iraq, were a subject to aggressions and displacement by 

armed religious militias, and terrorist groups, which appeared soon after the end of the regime 

in Iraq as a result of the war in 2003, that led to the occupation of Iraq. These attacks came 

under the pretext of the gypsies'  behavioral deviation and their practices which are in contrast 

with the Iraqi conservative culture. That turned their life into a total misery and lived in hard 

circumstances which are much worse than what they had experienced before. In fact, they are 

now facing a bleak future. Some of them fled to another cities trying to melting, some other 

moved to some neighboring countries like Syria, Jordan, and Dubai. While the rest have stuck it 

out in their houses and villages.  

   

The current research investigates 'Livelihood Strategies' of  a Gypsy village in Diwaniyah 

province, Iraq  as a society has been suffering under siege since 2003. We  explore their 

strategies for living under multiple siege by their social surroundings, and the local authority, as 

well as the ignorance of the central authority. Due to what happened to them, their traditional 

economic activities have receded. Consequently, they are in great distress. Some have sought 

alternative works and activities in order to continue living. Some of these activities have low 

incomes e.g.: begging, some secret activities such as entertainment, private concerts in some 

houses inside cities and farms in the countryside, and prostitution in the same manner. 

  

Methodologically, this research is a kind of socio-anthropological study, as the observation and 

interviews were the main techniques of data collection. Moreover, the researchers chased the 

statistics and information recorded in the local governmental departments, and organizations 

in Diwaniya province. 

 

Keywords: Gypsies, Iraq, Livelihood Strategies, Siege, Social, Poverty. 

 

 

 

 



Ariadna Ayala Rubio (Université Paris-Est). 

Gypsy Conceptions about a Social Policy: Reactions to the Professionals “Styles” while 

Applying the Guaranteed Minimum Income (RMI) in Madrid. 

 

 Since the 1980s, social intervention with the Roma population has intensified in the Region of 

Madrid (Spain). In order to apply the guaranteed minimum income policy (RMI), multiplicities of 

educational programs and actions have been developed. A thorough analysis of these actions 

offers the possibility of questioning the ethical aspects associated with the notions of care and 

of “social intervention” when it is inserted within the framework of policies to combat social 

exclusion and vulnerability (Pattaroni, 2005). 

Based on ethnographic work on the professional intervention associated with the application of 

this social policy with the Roma population in Madrid (more than two years in different NGOs 

working with the Roma population "in a situation of social exclusion", 39 interviews with 

Spanish gypsy beneficiaries and with 32 professionals (social workers and educators), this 

communication scrutinizes the discourses of the gypsy beneficiaries about the "quality" and 

effectiveness of professionals (Social workers and educators) they encounter regularly. 

 

The representations of gypsy beneficiaires allow us to recognize the paradoxes and 

contradictions of the institutionalization and professionalization of care under a social policy 

designed to alleviate the situations of social vulnerability. 

 

Through the presentation that Gypsy beneficiaries make of the different "qualities" of "their" 

professionals (mainly distinguishing the role of social workers from that of social educators), 

the characteristics that gypsies identify with "good care" are introduced. We are, in short, faced 

with different ways of understanding what the care relationship entails, which is at the root of 

the disagreements and conflicts that exist between social workers and these gypsy 

beneficiaries. 

 

While for some beneficiaries social intervention should be accompanied by certain moral 

behaviors (Tronto, 1993: 178, in Haber, 2005: 172, footnote) or attitudes towards the 

population, others assume a discourse centered on the importance of universal "rights" to 

protect citizens that are in difficult situations -under certain conditions. Some authors 

(Breviglieri, Pattaroni and Stavo-Debauge, 2004) maintain that the adoption of this kind of 

rhetoric responds to the reproduction of discourses that have their origin in the market 

economy. 

 

Keywords: public policies, assessment, professional intervention, beneficiaries representations, 

Gypsies, guaranteed minimum income policies 

 



Francesco Bacciottini (University of Florence). 

The Securitarian Biennium in Italy (2008-2010) between Right-Wing Anti Roma Government 

and 'Gypsy Hunt' of Left-Wing Administrations. 

 

A wave of racism against Romani was forming across Italy between 2008 and 2010. The 

right-wing coalition headed by Berlusconi won 2008 general election capitalizing Italian's fear 

about Romani and immigrants. Since 2007 in fact media coverage about gypsies crimes started 

an ethnicization of news, promoting anti-Roma stereotypes. As a result of the role played by 

government and media, much violence were perpetrated against gypsies by both State actors 

and non State ones: camps census, fingerprinting, public discrimination by politicians, gypsies 

hunt and attacks on their camps. This wave of violence was linked to xenophobic zero-tolerance 

policy of government. With 'security package' Berlusconi's coalition declared in 2008 the state 

of emergency with regard to Roma community, permitted the 'sindaci sceriffo' (majors sheriff) 

system, launched city patrols and converted illegal immigration in crime. Thus, 2008 and 2010 

were called securitarian biennium due to the militarization of urban space. 

 

Even left-wing Veltroni's party (Democratic party, Pd) played a role as an actor in gypsies hunt. 

Veltroni took advantage of Calderoli electoral law (2005) to dump radical left and he introduced 

securitarian politics in 2008 electoral program for its political appeal. Pd attitude during 

biennium was ambivalent: at national level Veltroni distanced himself from Berlusconi's 'racial' 

law, as the Church called it, especially after electoral defeat; instead at local level Pd 

administrations had already joined gypsies hunt as testified by several cases among which 'via 

Anelli' wall (Padua) and anti Romani manifest (Ponticelli, Naples) were the most notorious. Pd's 

ambivalence fed the climate of tension regarding Romani and immigrants that culminated in 

Torino's raid (2011) and also in Florence shootings perpetrated by extremist right-winger 

Casseri (2011). 

 

Keywords: anti Roma rhetoric; news ethnicization; zero-tolerance policy; anti Roma violence; 

marginalization policy 

 

Elena-Loreni Baciu and Theofild-Andrei Lazar (West University of Timisoara, Romania). 

The Forsaken Worker and the Administrative Construction of the ‘Inactivity’ on the Labour 

Market: Some Evidence from the Roma Minority in Romania. 

  

Based on some real-life, individual histories of non-standard employment of 8 Roma persons 

from Romania, the current paper opens up a debate on the necessity and usefulness of 

administrative categorization of ‘activity’ and ‘inactivity’ on the labour market. According to 

ILO’s definition, a person is economically inactive if he or she is not part of the labour force. So, 

inactive people are neither employed not unemployed. What distinguishes the ‘inactive’ from 



the ‘labour force’ (meaning the ‘employed’ and the ‘unemployed’), and situates them outside 

it, are the following three cumulative conditions: (1) not having a job; (2) not being actively 

looking for one; and (3) not being immediately available to work. While for most persons 

categorized as ‘inactive’ (i.e., pre-school children, school children, students and pensioners) the 

label holds, there are some persons that, although officially placed here, do not actually fit in 

this category. The cases presented by the current paper challenge their official ‘inactive’ status, 

and exemplify the gap between the bureaucratic-administrative standpoint and the actual 

situation of persons struggling to earn their living. The most problematic aspect regarding this 

gap is that the administrative standpoint not only feeds from the public policy, but it also feeds 

into it, postponing the possibility to intervene and improve the situation. 

  

Keywords: Roma persons, employment policies, inactivity, administrative categorization of 

inactivity 

 

Margaret H. Beissinger (Princeton University). 

Social, Cultural, and Performance Parameters of the Profession: Romani Music-Making in 

Contemporary Rural Southern Romania. 

  

I discuss boundaries of place—between urban and rural communities—in south-central 

Romania and how they inform the lives and repertoires of traditional professional Romani 

musicians (lăutari).  Romania has one of the largest rural populations in post-communist 

eastern Europe (45%), with inhabitants of all ages living in villages throughout the country.  And 

many Romani musicians, who also inhabit these regions, continue to serve this clientele, mostly 

ethnic Romanian but also Romani, performing at their weddings, baptisms, New Year’s parties, 

and other family celebrations.  A tension right below the surface for the musicians who perform 

in rural communities, however, is the competition posed by urban culture and ensembles who 

generally have flashier personas and instruments yet are less unfamiliar with rural culture and 

traditions.  Based on extensive ethnographic fieldwork, I examine how village Romani music 

ensembles intersect with the customers who hire them.  I discuss how they navigate the 

traditional music market in village milieus, where, even though young couples and their families 

desire traditional weddings, they live in a world of globalization, high tech media, and evolving 

cultural trends.  I argue that there still is a vibrant market in southern Romanian villages for 

traditional events and performance and that the skills of rural lăutari are still called upon for 

them.  But I also demonstrate how village lăutari must be--and are--creative and resourceful in 

performance as they adapt, adjust, and manage their trade in order to accommodate this 

clientele and sustain their professions in a changing world.  

 

 



Andrej Belak (P J Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic; University Of Groningen, 

Netherlands; Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic), Daniela Filakovska, and  Jan Ort. 

Collaborative Health-Needs Assessment and Health-Mediation Evaluation in Marginalized 

Roma Communities in Slovakia: Lessons Learned upon Methodology Development. 

 

Over the last decade, health-mediation programs (HMPs) have increasingly become adopted by 

central and eastern European state administrations as their main policy instruments targeting 

the health inequities between segregated Roma and the respective general populations. The 

Slovak national HMP, founded in 2001, now newly run directly by the country’s Ministry of 

Health and covering approximately half of the country’s segregated communities, ranks among 

the oldest, best established and largest HMPs in the region. Following our previous criticism 

regarding the narrow focus and poorly documented impacts of the program – both lagging 

behind the HMP’s promising actual everyday practice – the program managers approached our 

research team to design and perform a systematic health-needs assessment and evaluation of 

impacts of the program in the targeted communities. In our presentation, we will introduce the 

collaborative assessment-cum-evaluation tool we have developed and the main lessons we 

have learned during developing it. We will be very grateful for a critical discussion of the tool 

before it becomes applied in 2019. 

 

Keywords: Slovakia, Roma, health mediation, collaborative research, needs assessment, 

intervention evaluation 

  

Andreea Ionescu Berechet (Graduate School, National School for Political and Administrative 

Studies Bucharest). 

A Cinematic Expression of Roma Anthropological Immersions in Romanian Cinema. 

 

While many researchers recognize and admit the tensions generated due to expectations dissonance 

that an anthropological immersion might cause between the investigated and investigator, it is seldom 

fully documented. 

My intervention in the panel is meant to showcase by means of two feature movies: „Soldiers. Story 

from Ferentari” (Ivana Mladenovic, 2017) based on a book with the same title by Adrian Schiop and 

„Gadjo Dilo” (Tony Gatlif, 1997) the full spectrum of expectations, deceptions and eventually point out 

the almost unnoticed mechanisms that could lead to such dissonance and tensions. While admittedly 

these are feature movies they do benefit a strong visual and audio asset base to illustrate the topic 

debated in the panel.  

The two films that I've chosen were made at a distance of 20 years from one another.  The first „Gadjo Dilo” 

(Tony Gatlif, 1997) was created in a romantic and a little bit superficial way of look, and there the French 



investigator of Roma music find himself changed at the end, while in Ivana's Mladenovic „Soldiers. Story from 

Ferentari” ( 2017) the damage is on the Roma's characters. 

I am bringing the perspective of a film critic and historian into the realm of the Romani studies. I intend 

to use these new lenses to decipher and showcase the challenges that your panel will talk about. In my 

paper, I will highlight with footage from the above mentioned. 

Keywords: Romani, Cinema, Romania, Anthropological immersions, Soldiers, Gadjo Dilo, Andrei 

Schiop, Rona Hartner, Ivana Mladenovic, Tony Gatlif.  

 

Cătălin Berescu (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy). 

Why Is Housing Always More Important Than Education? A Critique of the Current Inclusion 

Policies of the Roma. 

 

We are all familiar with the key areas of Roma integration proposed by the EU Framework for 

National Roma Integration Strategies up to 2020: education, employment, healthcare and 

housing. The current division makes no hierarchies in between the domains, and has no general 

methodological recommendations in what regards the action plans, except for housing where it 

is mentioned that it should be „part of an integrated approach including, in particular, 

education, employment...” etc. Since „the vicious circle of poverty” became an uncontested 

tenet of the general wisdom that governs interventions in poverty areas, nothing seems wrong 

at a first sight. The semiotic ecosistem of overlapping policy terms like integration, inclusion, 

fighting exclusion, local development, closing the gap, non-discriminatory access, explicit 

targeting etc. leaves little room for doubt in that any kind of intervention is more than welcome 

and that, ideally, all of them should happen at once. 

 

In the meantime it looks that almost everybody seems to have agreed upon the fact that 

education is the most important thing that will lead Roma out of poverty. Housing is for sure 

the least appealing, least successful and least discussed and analysed. But as Angus Deaton, the 

2015 Nobel Laureate argues in his works, and with very solid arguments, is that what 

contributes to a long time success in life is primarily the health condition of an individual and 

only then his or her education. In my paper I will argue that there is a strict order of 

intervention, that the current attitudes, public policies and the general philosophy of 

intervention leads to inconsistencies in the action plans that aims to lift people out of poverty 

and that housing and healthcare must be considered first. 

 

Keywords: integration, housing, public policy, planning 

 

 

 



William Bila.  

White Academia Is Looking for the Next Thing to Say, When It Should Be Listening. 

 

The phrase, versions of which have been used by aboriginals to successfully incite truth and 

reconciliation discussions across Canada, applies to the experiences of various colonized 

peoples worldwide, including Romani peoples. With respect to the most recent article by 

Michael Stewart (2017) , quotes taken out of context would portray prominent Romani 

academics as actively homogenizing Romani cultures, defining us by our victimization, or being 

innately inept; and rendering the questions they pose dismissible despite their ‘white’ academic 

credentials (such as PhDs from accredited institutions).   Why do semantics and defensive 

postures with total disregard for knowledge production and clearly adjacent agendas gain 

access to space in peer reviewed publications?  Any sense of outrage at the treatment of 

Romani persons in our societies cannot be genuine without listening.  Homogenization of our 

cultures is occurring, but not as a result of Romani activist-academics’ knowledge production. 

Anyone concerned about this loss would understand how a decolonial/intersectional approach 

benefits the preservation of differences and teaches how to respect Roma in such a way that 

cannot be described as nationalism.  Pure knowledge production produced by impartial third 

parties does not exist; moreover when there is no mutual self-interest such work has proven to 

have more power to do harm than good, often ignoring elements which those first concerned 

would describe as most important.  
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Daniela Filakovska Bobakova (PJ Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic), Marcela Adamova, 
and Andrej Belak. 

Introducing the Position of Roma Health Mediators into Hospitals as Part of the National 

Strategy for Roma Integration in Slovakia. 

 

Slovakia's national Roma integration strategy focuses on four main areas: education, 

employment, health and housing. Our research team serves as an external expert consultant 

for institutions such as the Slovak government plenipotentiary for Roma communities and 

Ministry of Health in issues concerning health disparities in marginalized Roma communities 

(MRC). From this position we were intensively involved in implementation of a pilot project 

focusing on participatory development and introduction of a new position into the Slovak 

healthcare system – the position of a hospital-based Roma health mediator. This pilot is one of 

core activities from Action plan in the area of health in the  National strategy for Roma 

integration which is currently being implemented by the contributory organization Healthy 

Regions of the Ministry of Health. Health mediation is a specific type of continuous community 

health work that involves and educates individuals from actual target communities to operate 

in the field of health (overcoming barriers in access to the healthcare, enhancing the health 

literacy etc.). In this pilot project, this position is implemented directly to the hospital settings 

at the departments where medical personnel struggles with providing health care to patients 

coming from MRC (gynaecological-obstetric, neonatology and paediatric departments).  

 

Participatory development of the scope of employment as well as competencies of Roma 

health mediators were established in close cooperation with medical personnel based on their 

experiences and actual needs. We will share experiences from the process of implementation 

along with recommendations how to overcome particular difficulties. 

 

Keywords: Marginalized roma communities, barriers to health care, Roma health mediators, 

hospital settings, National strategy for Roma integration, Slovakia 

 

Ionela Bogdan (Babeş-Bolyai University; University of Iceland). 

If You Have Nothing to Hide, You Have Nothing to Fear: Gender, State Policies and Lived 

Experience among Romanian Roma during the Communist Regime. 

The attempt of transforming women's bodies into a public affair during the Communist regime,              

by implementing coercitive measures of increasing birth rates constitutes the foundation of this             

article. The state, through the policies implemented and its public discourse, managed to             

’’construct’’ an imagine of who, what and how women must be; therefore feminine sexuality              

was strictly correlated to the idea of motherhood and women were seen as whole and               

complete human beings only if they gave birth to children. By using oral history as main                



method of inquiry, the main objective of this article is to (re)examine the ”social memory of the                 

pronatalist times” and its consequences taking into account the patterns of remembering of             

the Roma women who witnessed the period under scrutiny and their position at the time: from                

the women who complied with the requirements of the regime, to the ones who are narrating                

the experiences of the others and to the women who acted against the regulations of the state.                 

The preliminary results formulated after conducting around 150 oral history interviews, suggest            

the majority of Roma women perceive the pronatalist policies as being oppressive and address              

these issues not in terms of individual rights but in terms of obligations they have towards the                 

communist state.  

Corina Ceama (Romanian Ministry of Education). 

Theoretical Approach to the Means of Enriching the Vocabulary of Romani Language. 

  

The problem of lexical enrichment is a significant issue, demanding the study and knowledge of 

the processes through which it is achieved. The lexical enrichment is done through internal and 

external means. The external means are represented by borrowings from other languages and 

neologisms. Through internal means, new lexical units from others already existing in the 

language are obtained. 

  

Romani Lexicology, as well as the Romanian one, displays the following procedures: derivation, 

composition and change of grammatical value. 

  

1. The actual or progressive derivation consists in the formation of words with the help of the 

affixes (phuripen, baśavno, uprutno, ratvalo, etc.) and the prefixes (bibaxt, biamal, etc.), or 

regressive derivation, which consists in suppressing the suffix (agorisarel-agor; aćarărel- aćar). 

2. Composition is the formation of words with new meanings, different from the original ones, 

by merging or joining two or more words with self-pronounced meaning (varekon, anglomilaj, 

opre-tele,thavdel, 3i k-o  etc.). 

3. The change in grammatical value consists in changing a part of speech from one grammar 

class to another. (adj. laćho‘good’; name: o laćho ‘the good people’), or the change of the same 

part of a speech from a subclass to another subclass, where the only means of differentiation is 

the capitalization or small letter (Devel vs. devel, i luludĭ vs. I Luludĭ). 

  

In the current paper I will analyze with examples the three-main means of enriching the Romani 

vocabulary and show which is the most productive and might configure thus the future of the 

language. The analysis will be carried on a critical mass of Romani literature production 

published in Romania in the last decades, as well as from the current speech, from my personal 

data collection. 

  



Keywords: lexical enrichment, derivation, composition, change in grammatical value, Romani 

lexicology, Romani language in Romania 

 

Alexander V. Chernykh and Dmitrii I. Vaiman (Perm Federal Research Centre, Ural Division of 

the Russian Academy of Sciences). 

Kalderash-Roma in Russia in the 1920-30s. 

 

Kalderash Roma was a new group in Russia in the XX century. Their active migration from 

South East Europe to Russian started in at the end of XIX – beg. of XX century and ended in the 

1920s. Interwar period became an adaptation period to Russian reality, ideological and political 

attitude, new model of mobility. Kalderash Roma in the 1920-30s had a part in events of 

internal 

policy of the Soviet Union. Programs of sedentarization, formation of Roma industrial 

associations, resettlement to the Western regions of the country. Active action were taken to 

raise educational level, alphabetization, literature knowledge and so on. Since 1930s Roma 

were 

reprised on suspicion of counter-revolutionary actions. Kalderash were accused of actions in 

favor of foreign intelligence. Research based on papers from central and regional archives of 

the RF. 

 

Keywords: Kalderash Roma, history of Roma in the 1920-30s, policy regarding Roma. 

 

Lia Chiladze (Akdeniz University, Turkey). 
Two Different Overviews of the Same Society. 

 

The proposed paper will present two interconnected research studies, done in Georgia. A 

preliminary study was conducted focusing on general Roma perception of their social economic 

situation but also about their; culture, customs and family structure; level of education and 

occupation, and overview about migration. Major focus was given on their own perspective on 

following issues: how Romani’s identify themselves, their overview about the dominating 

society, the understanding and relationship with the state government, and how Romani 

people find their self within the society. I was also interested about their feeling about the level 

of discrimination they encounter. The initial data were gathered through interviews conducted 

thanks the support of Mrs. Venera Martkhoplishvili (The founder of Kakheti’s Bosha “Roma” 

associates) in September of 2017 in Vaziani settlement with 13 Romani people (6 women and 7 

men).  

  

Another comprehensible survey for a deeper understanding was done in both Romani minority 

ethnic group and Georgian society. Stated goals of the survey were: Georgian basic knowledge 



about Romani people, and also the bond and mutual understanding between two societies. The 

survey was focused on understanding the feelings and prevailing view of Georgian society 

towards Romani people and vice versa.  

 

In the proposed paper I will trace the specific character of current gap between Roma and 

Georgian society and about the vision of both communities how to overcome it.  

  

Keywords : Roma, Vlalhi, Georgian, Georgia,Tbilisi, social and economic state, culture, 

stereotypes. 

 

Mihail Ciopasiu (Baptist College, University of Bucharest, Romania) 

An Integrated Approach of a Baptist Church in Supporting Marginal Communities 

 

Project Ruth was founded in Ferentari district of Bucharest in 1992 as an answer to a 

need which a local community of believers noticed in the area in which they were 

worshiping. The motivation of this Romanian Christian community to get involved in 

supporting Roma communities lies within the need for action which is obvious for 

those who are familiar with the area of Ferentari. A well-known suburb of Bucharest 

inhabited by many Roma people struggling with poverty, lack of education, lack of 

jobs and human trafficking. This need has become the intersection where the 

stimulation from the outside met with the vision and the Christian values of the 

community of believers. As a concrete step on social involvement, with the help of 

volunteers, mostly young people from the church, a day care center was established 

in 1992, that began with 15 children. 

 

After 25 years of social involvement, Project Ruth sustains many charitable 

programs. Some of these are in place form the very beginning and others were 

established later, while observing different needs. These programs are: the Ruth 

School - an accredited private school for poor children, a hot lunch program, a 

hygiene program, a health programs (general dentistry and ophthalmology), a 

program to help with clothes and shoes, school supplies relief program for pupils 

(students), the Gypsy Smith School program (founded in 1998), the School After 

School program (established in 2009), the Obed Day Care Center program (reopened 

in 2010), the Center for Information and Counseling Naomi program (established in 

2011), the Parent’s Academy program (established in 2014), the Centre of Excellence 

program (started in 2014 in partnership with the Research Center for Faith and 

Culture of the University of Bucharest), the Second Chance education program 

(established in 2017) and the Community Centers in rural areas (reopened in 2017). 

 



 

Keywords: Roma, Education, Empowerment, Social Responsibility, Christian 

Community. 

 

Ana Rita Costa (University Institute of Lisbon)). 

‘We Are All on Facebook’: Reflecting on New Methodological Possibilities in the Study of/with 

Roma. 

 

Despite the number of studies that have been carried out on Portuguese Roma - Ciganos, 

researchers would hesitate to say we already know well these populations that live in Portugal 

for more than 5 centuries. Whether in informal conversations or in methodological chapters, 

there are records on how it is ‘difficult to conduct research’, ‘achieve people’s trust’ and that ‘it 

takes (much more) time’ to produce valid scientific knowledge. Even though this is a truism for 

any social science research, seems to be highlighted by those who conduct research about 

Romani populations. Often, the reason pointed out is related to what is called a ‘closure’ and a 

‘suspicion’ towards a surrounding world. This cannot be perceived apart from the processes 

of persecution versus resistance they are subjected to for centuries, as is evident in the 

negative images towards them, regardless their living conditions, education or job. What varies 

is the present ability to respond. This is the most qualified generation ever. Nevertheless, there 

is only one academic with a Romani ancestry that has produced works on Ciganos and 

participatory action research methods have scarcely been applied. 

 

Based on an ethnographic study that approaches the technological appropriations and the 

presence of Portuguese Roma on social media, in this communication we intend to discuss how 

mutual engagement in social media is contributing to redress a balance between researcher 

and those who are the focus of the research and the possibilities that are emerging from here. 

We also pretend to draw comparisons between the present research, carried out within the 

scope of a doctoral research, and other qualitative research in which the author participated in 

the past. 

 

Keywords: Portuguese Roma - Ciganos, social media, new methodologies 

 

Lavinia Costea (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

Everyday Life of the Roma in Socialist Romania: Surviving Food Shortage.  

 

The aim of this paper is to bring into attention the ways Roma in different communities                

succeeded - or failed - to secure food for them and their families in the context of food                  

shortage in the 1980s in Romania. It is an investigation of the everyday life under communism                

as reflected by oral history interviews conducted with Roma men and women, and by written               



documents such as media, memoirs and archival documents produced mostly by the state. The              

research is an analysis of the legislation that aimed to control food production and              

consumption, with focus on a peculiar law series aiming at controlling the animal slaughtering.              

It impacted massively all people, both living in rural and urban areas, men and women, all ages,                 

belonging to the majority or to various minorities living in the country. By focusing on the                

experiences of the Roma, the paper suggests that surviving food shortage belongs to a shared               

common past and it is a lieu de memoire both for Roma and non-Roma. 

 

Marcel Courthiade (Institut national des langues et civilisations orientales). 

Enjeux, réalité et illusion du "Millénaire" du départ des ancêtres des Rroms de l'Inde. 

 

De nombreuses structures locales, nationales et supranationales se préparent à "célébrer" le 

"Millénaire" du départ des ancêtres des Rroms de l'Inde. La contribution tentera de dresser un 

bilan des diverses avancées de l'histoire dans ce domaine ces dernières décennies afin de 

recentrer la question par rapport à divers enjeux politiques : 

-certaines approches jacobines promouvant l'idée que les Rroms n'existent pas et que l'origine 

indienne est une invention visant à réfuter leur caractère délinquant de ces gens-là, 

-l'idéologie microhistorienne qui dénie l'existence de l'histoire en tant que telle dès lors que 

l'on travaille sur un groupe de plus de 3000 individus, 

-une certaine approche romantique d'une origine mythique unique indienne, 

-l'usage d'une origine indienne pour nourrir certains nationalismes locaux, 

-l'extension exagérée du légitime doute épistémologique à des questions qui sont désormais 

claires (cf. cycle de Kuhn), 

-l'inertie et la néophobie concernant des matières mal maitrisées, 

-le manque de préparation contextuelle et méthodologique pour une compréhension adéquate 

du sujet (cf. Charles Snow) etc… 

La contribution se propose de reprendre de manière critique les principaux éléments de 

recherche accumulés depuis Christian Rudiger (le véritable "père" de l'origine indienne) en 

discutant leur viabilité et leur interprétation dans une grille élaborée à partir des enjeux 

explicites ou implicites des acteurs du savoir mais aussi des illusions qui leur sont inspirées pour 

tenter de définir s'il existe pour le dit "Millénaire" un espace de réalité ou du moins de 

vraisemblance ou si l'on est en face d'une énième stratégie de récupération-manipulation. 

 

Keywords: Christian Rudiger, Exodus of the Rroms, History of the Rroms, historical negationism. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Marija Dalbello and Anselm Spoerri (Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New Jersey). 

Reading the Archive of the Second Period of the British Gypsy Lore Society (1907-1914) as a 

Material Text and a Social Network. 

 

The secretarial activities and information mastery of Robert Andrew Scott Macfie left a rich 

archive that documents the second wave of the British-based Gypsy Lore Society (GLS) 

(1907-1914). We propose several consecutive readings of that archive in order to show social 

configurations within this small-scale cosmopolitan club (Lee 2000, 133) through the 

institutionalization processes of their self-fashioning within an Orientalist network preoccupied 

with building its own object of knowledge and compared to the first wave (1888-1892). The first 

reading of the archive—as a material text in the tradition of archival materiality (Burton 2005; 

Farge 2013; Steedman 2002)—focuses on its ingenious organization and a monument to 

epistolary writing creating social relationships through more than 12,000 letters that were 

exchanged. These outgoing and incoming letters were fragments constructing scenes and types 

for fashioning the “Gypsy” as an object of knowledge and Gypsologists’ working practices. The 

second reading will interpret the traces of fashioning through individual links, a case 

exemplified by the theorist of liminality Arnold van Gennep and his engagement in the GLS, in a 

so-called ‘close’ or micro-reading of some among 740 letter-writers. The third reading relies 

entirely on the analytical techniques of digital scholarship known as ‘distant’ reading (Moretti 

2005; Kirschenbaum & Werner 2014). Depending on the forensic-material origins in the archival 

structure, the emergent social network use digital tools for a synoptic reading and data 

visualizations of this epistolary system representing a society engaged in fashioning phenomena 

to become objects of knowledge and a field of study.  
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James Deutsch (Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage). 

Investigating the Romanian Roots of Konrad Bercovici. 

  

Scholars of Gypsy lore are rightly skeptical when it comes to the life of popular author Konrad 

Bercovici (1882–1961). Although Bercovici himself never claimed Gypsy heritage, he also rarely 

indicated otherwise. As he wrote in his autobiography, It’s the Gypsy in Me (1941), “The legend 

of my being a Gypsy was growing, and I didn’t care to dispute it. I wore flamboyant cravats and 

vests and … everybody said I was a Gypsy.” As a result of Bercovici’s vagueness, his 

appreciative obituary in the New York Herald-Tribune began, “Konrad Bercovici, eighty, nomad, 

blacksmith, teacher, farmer, musician, sailor, newspaperman, and the author of forty books, 

died yesterday at his home. A Romanian gypsy, he had made his home in the United States 

since 1904.” 

 

Building upon my 2017 presentation in Cyprus, which explored Bercovici’s contentious 

relationship with the Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society, this paper will investigate the Romanian 

roots of Bercovici and his immediate family—focusing on Bercovici’s earliest years, from the 

time he was (presumably) born in Galaţi and later lived in nearby Brăila—both in the Moldavia 

region of eastern Romania—until the time Bercovici moved with his family to Paris, ca. 1895. 

My research will take me to the Konrad Bercovici Collection at Syracuse University, the civil 

status registers of Galaţi City Hall, and possibly the State Archive in Galaţi. The results of this 

research should help shed additional light on the current murkiness of Bercovici’s biography 

and his alleged expertise in Gypsy lore.  

 

Keywords: Gypsy Lore Society, History, Memoirs and autobiographies, Moldavia, Romania 

 

Paola Di Carlo (Università degli Studi di Firenze). 
Memory as Antidote to Discrimination: A Visual Sociology Research on Roma People in the 

City of Pescara. 

 

The stereotypes about Roma people have various negative consequences: the demonization of 

the people themselves, lead to a distortion of reality and specifically of the Roma cultural 

identity. In particular about policy of handouts rather than a full active participation approach. 

The aim of this paper is the Romani memory reconstruction, considering this purpose as an 

antidote to a prejudicial and discriminatory vision. 

 

The research will be carried out in the city of Pescara located in Abruzzo, central-southern 

region of Italy. Through a qualitative research, based on visual sociology, the production of 

image generates a deep relationship of co-production between investigated and researcher. 



The main advantage is developing the direct involvement of social actors in the production of 

consciousness in the public representation of the field within which they are inscribed. 

Furthermore, the visual method places the researcher in a favorable position of advantage in 

order to explore some aspects of social worlds and their connections. (Queirolo Palmas, Stagi 

2015) 

 

For the purpose of the research I chose to use  Photovoice. It is a photo production method by 

social actors, who usually belonging to marginalized social groups, where active participation 

aims to empowerment. The field of research is presented as a particular context, since a 

long-term place of sedentarisation. The inquiry is focused on the presence or not of an 

historical-cultural visual memory (and not simply oral.);  if it could has origins in the 

sedentarization, or it is a secular process that has seen Abruzzo as a place and point of arrival. 

 

Keywords: Roma study, visual sociology, photovoice, active participation, empowerment. 

 

Emine Di̇ngeç  (Dumlupinar University, Turkey). 

Education of the Kîpti During the Last Period of Ottomans. 

 

In the Ottoman society, improvement process in the living conditions of the Kîpti (“Copts”) was 

started at the end of the 19th century. This improvement process is based upon the inclusion of 

Kîpti in missionary activities. In some missionary activities, it was reported that the Copts 

transferred to Protestantism. 

 

In the pleading prepared by Sadi Bey who was an Ottoman and Persian Language Teacher in 

Syros High School of Civil Service, measures were suggested to prevent missionary activities. 

These measures are for the formation of common culture. The report will review 

implementation of the pleading results on the field. The implementation was carried out in two 

fields. The first one is to assign imams to teach the Islam where Kîpti are concentrated, and the 

second one is opening schools to give education for Kîpti. As the improvement program 

includes measures and applications by the government, the main sources will be the 

documents found at the Ottoman Archive of Prime Ministry. 

 

Keywords: Kîpti, Copt, pleading, missionary, school, imam. 

 

Ion Duminica (Institute of Cultural Heritage of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova). 

The Repercussion of Romanian Interwar Policies Towards Romani Everyday Life as Reflected 

in Periodicals. 

  



The proposed paper is a comparative study of Roma everyday's life in interwar Romania as 

reflected in periodicals published in Romania and Soviet Union. It will present preliminary 

results obtained within my collaboration with the European Research Council (ERC) project 

“Roma Interbellum – Roma Civic Emancipation between the Two World Wars” (2016-2021). The 

paper will present and analyse different approaches in Romanian policies concerning “finding 

solutions for Roma issues” (as determined by terminology of that time) reflected in periodicals 

in Interwar period of time; most of them were oriented to integrate Roma community in 

modern society through providing aleatory measures in educational, cultural and labour fields. 

The paper will examine also the outcomes, of these policies and attitudes of Roma traditional 

communities from urban and rural areas towards them. 

 

As my research shows, most of the Roma images which are generated by Romanian interwar 

public opinion and are reflected in periodicals are focused just on highlighting an archaic and 

social underdeveloped community that needs to be subjected to intense cultural processes. The 

few positive images of the representatives of the new Roma elite (“Romani intellectuals”) are 

contrasted with the string of “mystic customs” practiced by this “backward community” 

(especially in wedding practices and customs). This paper will also illuminate the development 

of the traditional Roma occupation and will describe various Roma ethnic subgroups in Interwar 

period of time, which are from crucial significance even now for contemporary Romani studies. 

 

Keywords: Roma everyday's life,  Romanian interwar policies, Periodicals, Roma issues, 

“Romani intellectuals”. 

 

Jekatyerina Dunajeva (Pazmany Peter Catholic University ,Hungary). 

From “Unsettled Fortune-tellers” to Socialist Workers: Education Policies and Roma in the 

Early Soviet Union. 

 

This paper is based on the ongoing book manuscript entitled Education Policies and Roma in 

Early and Contemporary Russia. The research embeds Roma identity formation in the politics of 

early Soviet Union, by examining the role schools played in delineating boundaries of belonging 

and the sense of nationhood. I analyze education policies and politics towards minorities in the 

1930s through textbooks in Romani language from the time. I show that textbooks often 

through educating basic grammar to children, sought to alter their identities from “unsettled 

fortune-tellers” to working Roma. 

 

Roma way of life was equated with oppression of the old, pre-revolutionary times, while new, 

Socialist life that Roma were to become part of was characterized by equality and work. What 

was seen as the traditional Roma way of life was incompatible with the goals of the state, and 

schools were to “transform” Roma children into productive Socialist workers. Socialism, 



therefore, was seen as the emancipation and empowerment Roma needed in order to leave 

their “backwards” habits in the past. 

 

The role of schools is perennial; in contemporary Russia schools remain concerned with 

constructing a certain citizen: Putin claimed that Russia needs an “integral nation,” which in 

turn depends on patriotic youth; since “real patriotism is educated patriotism,” schools take up 

a special role in constructing this new, loyal society. Meanwhile, Roma, in the process of Putin’s 

“patriotic re-education” program are once again excluded. This paper strives to interrogate the 

ways schools use disciplinary measures to construct subjects/citizens of the state. 

 

Keywords: identity, schools, education, state 

 

Yelis Erolova (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum - 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). 

The „Roma“ of Asparuhovo – Flood Disaster Victims or Culprits? 

 

The population of Asparuhovo, district of the city of Varna at the Black Sea coast, gained 

popularity in 2014 due to the fact that it survived one of the biggest recent floods in the 

country. The paper discusses how the ethnic affiliation of the affected local community can 

influence or can be used to influence the public attitudes towards this tragic event and its 

consequences. In the multicolored palette of the state institutions, media and society’s 

reactions, ranging from solidarity to ethnic xenophobia, the local minority population inhabited 

the flooded zone of Asparuhovo, was presented controversially − as the disaster victims or as 

disaster culprits, by which their Roma origin was emphasized, although the majority of them 

denied their affiliation to the Roma ethnicity. The study also develops the question about the 

influence of these different public views on the ways in which the members of the affected 

community (being Roma or non-Roma) are able to understand and overcome the consequences 

of the natural disaster. 

 

Keywords: natural disaster, flood, Asparuhovo, civil solidarity, ethnic xenophobia 

 

László Fosztó (Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities). 

Hungarian Roma in Transylvania: A Socio-Cultural Approach. 

 

Roma and Hungarians are two major ethno-national minority groups in Transylvania today. 

While interethnic social patterns are age-old the concept of Roma with Hungarian ties (‘magyar 

kötődésű romák’) is a relatively new in the social scientific and media discourse. It was first used 

in the 2000s in the Hungarian sociological literature. The meaning of this term is lax and 

considering the usage so far, it is interchangeable with the terms ‘Hungarian speaking Roma’ or 



‘Roma with Hungarian native tongue’. The core of the concept is combining two principles of 

classifications: the geographical and institutional determinants one hand and the cultural- 

historical dimensions on the other. Based on the literature Roma are considered to have 

Hungarian ties if they live outside Hungary and speak Hungarian or have a broader affinity to 

‘Hungarianness’. 

 

During the presentation I will unpack these dimensions both ‘internal’ and ‘external’. The 

internal factors are connected to the inner practices of the communities in regard to their 

cultural practices and the historical development of the communities. External factors would 

include the structural socio-economic and institutional arrangements which offer the context 

for the survival of the community. Empirical material for my analysis is taken from the literature 

on Transylvanian Roma but the definition could be extended to other regions as well. 

 

Keywords: Romungre, Transylvania, regional identity, folk cultures, ethno-national ideologies 

 

Adrian-Nicolae Furtuna (Center for Cultural and Social Research "Romane Rodimata"). 

Negotiation of Identity. The Case of Rudari in Romania. 

 

The identity of Rudari is still an enigma. Who are they, where do they come from? The present 

paper presents an analysis of the controversial identity of the Rudari, by briefly reviewing 

several family cases in Oltenia, Transylvania and Moldovia. An interesting aspect is the way in 

which Rudari relate to their traditional occupation to define themselves from an identity point 

of view. 

 

The paper also addresses the identity of the Rudari during the deportation of the Roma in 

Transnistria, analyzing how the Antonescu regime treated them, and the survival strategies 

developed by them in the Transnistrian camps. 

 

Another issue the paper deals with is how Rudari are currently included at the local level in 

public policies for the Roma, and how they relate to these public policies. 

The data was collected during the filming of the ethnographic documentary film "The Story of 

the Spoon" and during a research on the social representation of slavery in the Roma collective 

imagery. 

 

Keywords: Rudari, Roma, public policy, deportation, Transnistria, identity 

 

Juan F. Gamella (Universidad de Granada, Spain). 

Breaking Secular Endogamy: The Growth of Intermarriage among The Gitanos of Spain, and 

the Shiftings of Their Gender, Identity and Mobility Regimes. 



 

Gitanos have shown a secular preference for marrying within their own ethnic community. For 

instance, in the only available census of Spanish Gitanos finished in 1785 we found that 4.8% of 

all documented marriages were mixed. In the last three decades, however, we are observing a 

remarkable growth of Gitano intermarriage in various regions. Thus, in our exhaustive family 

reconstitution of the Gitano population of 22 contiguous municipalities of Eastern Andalusia 

(Gamella and Martin 2017) we found 414 (12%) mixed unions out of a total of 3,336 marriages 

documented from 1900 to 2005. However, the proportion increased to over 24% since 1990, 

and in some localities near half of all recent marriages involving Gitano persons are mixed. Two 

important findings emerge from the analysis of the demographic and ethnographic data. Firstly, 

there are large differences in the rate of intermarriage in the various localities studied, and they 

cohere with the social incorporation of the local minority in terms of residential, educational 

and labor desegregation, ethnic relationships, ownership of land and housing, and migration 

patterns. Secondly, we found a significant difference between mixed couples involving Gitano 

women. These were more common than those involving Gitano men (59 to 41 percent), and 

more stable, with lower levels of separation and divorce. Hence, in this paper we will connect 

observed patterns in the shifting of Gitano gender regimes to the breaking of endogamous 

patterns. 

 

Keywords: Mixed marriages, gender, ethnic identity, Romani people, Spain, migration, 

interculturalism 

 

Nicolae Geantă (Constantin Istrati Technical Highschool, Câmpina, Romania). 

The Evangelical Roma from Romania. Some Geodemographic Aspects. 

 

One of the most visible phenomena that is happening in the Roma community in Romania, 

after 1990, is the conversion of a great number of Roma people to the evangelical cults, 

especially to Pentecostalism. From few thousand evangelical Roma, in the previously 

mentioned year, their number has grown to almost 100,000 today, and that means almost 1 of 

7 Roma people from Romania. This presentation is showing the statistics and the geographical 

side of the evangelical Roma phenomena in Romania beginning in the 1990s. There are 

presented some big Roma communities that exist in the large cities (especially Bucharest, Sibiu, 

Târgu Mureș etc.), but also the communities of the rural area; in some villages there are 

communities of 1,000 to 5,000 evangelical Roma, some of them having their own structures 

even abroad, in Western Europe. 

The geodemographic dynamic of this phenomena comes with important social changes within 

the respective Roma group, these changes being presented in this paper: the crimes dropped 

off, the "Gypsy" traditional customs came to an end (infant weddings, the inequality between 

men and women etc.), the illiteracy was reduced, young people started to graduate colleges, 



Roma people got professional preparation for their jobs, there have been created some 

opportunities to work etc. 

 

Keywords: Roma, Romania, religion, evangelism, conversion, social changes 

Kimmo Granqvist (Södertörn University, Stockholm). 

Vasile Pogor’s Romanian-Romani Dictionary: Insights into the Lexicon. 

 

Vasile Pogor’s dictionary (terminus post quem 1861) is probably the Romani first dictionary 

having Romanian as source language. The dictionary is a notebook approx. 20 cm x13 cm, 67 

pages= 134 leaves, not numbered, with the title on the first page: “Lexicon Româno-Ţigănesc”. 

It has entries for all the letters of the Romanian alphabet, approx. 411 entries. The manuscript 

was identified by Dr. Julieta Rotaru in an archive donated by Vasile Panopol to the Romanian 

Academy Library in August 1945. It will be published in 2018 as a part of a project conducted by 

Julieta Rotaru and Kimmo Granqvist. It has been discussed from historical and lexicographical 

points of view by Rotaru & Granqvist (2017a, 2017b, 2017c).  In this paper, I will discuss Pogor’s 

dictionary as a source of linguistic information. I will provide further insights into the lexicon 

therein. I will discuss the selection of lemmas comparing Pogor’s dictionary with other 

contemporary Romani wordlists and dictionaries, Pogor’s orthographical practices as well as 

possible historical linguistic and dialectological clues. 

  

Keywords: dictionary, linguistics, Romanian, Romani 

  

Margaret Greenfields (Buckinghamshire New University). 

Policy, Precarity and Framing the Roma Migration Experience in  Post-Brexit Britain. 

 

This paper takes a broad-brush policy focus (underpinned by examples from practice) in 

relation to post-'Brexit' UK, using the policy backdrop to frame the experiences of Roma EU 

citizens resident in Britain whilst asking whether explicit anti-migrant discourse; wide-spread 

public scepticism towards the benefits of migration, and policy ‘hardening’ have coalesced so as 

to disproportionately impact vulnerable Roma migrants in contact with state agencies.  

 

In particular, having explored the existing evidence which suggests that anti-Romanian and 

Bulgarian (A2) migration discourse has been implicitly 'coded' so as to utilise tropes of 'welfare 

tourist' Roma migrants in a manner which recycles racist conceptions which are common in 

some Central and East European countries but which were relatively unknown in Britain until a 

few years ago, this discussion piece asks whether targeted ‘covert enforcement’ action is 

undertaken against Roma families and households as a way of discouraging ‘undesirable’ 

migration through utilising the mechanisms of welfare benefits regulation and associated social 

policy interventions (health, education, social work) such as to persuade current and would-be 



migrants eager to settle in Britain prior to Brexit implementation that the UK is not such a 

welcoming and desirable destination as may have been portrayed in online discourse or family 

migration narratives. 

 

Drawing upon findings from the presenter (and colleagues') primary research and policy 

activities as well as a range of published literature and emergent findings from developing 

Government funded community cohesion projects in Britain, the somewhat mixed picture in 

relation to the question of  whether there is a particularity to the Roma experience in Britain 

(such as to suggest that a 'Roma precariat' exists, embedded within and alongside other EU 

migrant populations) is outlined and considered in relation to broader migration trends in the 

changing political landscape of Britain since the 2016 Brexit vote.  

 

Keywords: Roma, Migration, Policy,  Brexit, Social Welfare 

 

Marcus Carlsen Häggrot (SciencesPo/Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris). 

Kymlicka, the Gypsy Travellers, and the Public Provision of Halting Sites. 

  

Across Western Europe, it is controversial whether the public should fund and provide Gypsy 

Travellers with halting sites, but there has been little investigation into the distinctively moral 

grounds of such provision. This paper proposes to remedy this gap. 

 

Focusing on the context of Britain, the paper first examines whether public halting site 

provision is justifiable on the grounds of the influential, moral minority rights theory of Will 

Kymlicka. It is shown that Gypsy Travellers do not fall into the theory’s original target groups, 

i.e. immigrant and national minority groups, but that the account nevertheless can justify public 

halting sites provision. This is since the account espouses the fundamental thesis that public 

policy ought to be equally accommodating of different communities’ practices, and since public 

halting sites can be a means to make up for the fact that the state’s system of social housing 

already extends significant support to the majority population’s settled way of life. 

 

But the paper’s second part shows this justification to be contestable and contingent, and the 

final part seeks, accordingly, to build an alternative justification. This runs as follows. British 

Gypsy Travellers have historically had usage rights to certain land areas, notably the commons, 

and the processes by which they have lost the ability to use these areas has been akin to a 

process of expropriation. When persons are expropriated, they are morally entitled to 

adequate compensation. And since public halting site provision is a suitable means to provide 

such compensation, there is a moral case for public halting site provision.  

 



Key words: normative political theory, minority rights, Gypsy Travellers, public halting sites, 

Britain 

 

 

 

Ayako Iwatani (Kyoto University, Japan)  

Beyond the Life for the Present: Search for Belonging in Romani Palaces in Romania. 

  

The Roma are said not to have lands or goods to remember the past collectively, or to have 

little interest in the past. However, previous studies also indicate particular ways of the 

Roma/“Gypsies” to deal with memory of the deceased. This presentation sheds light on the 

palace-like houses of the Roma (Căldărari) which came to be built in different areas in Romania 

after the 1990’s as their memory medium. The houses are unique in their eclectic styles ranging 

from ancient Greek to French, Romanian, Gothic, and even Indian (Bollywood), which they have 

seen travelling or in media such as TV or picture books. It can be said that they are the trace of 

their migration both physically and in imagination. Extravagant houses represent rapid 

economic growth of a certain group of the Roma after the 1990’s, as if to show off individuals’ 

success or express desire for success. They are regarded as the unique products of the Roma. At 

the same time, they retain unspoken past experiences and memory of individuals; many of the 

houses were built after they survived their deportation to Transnistria during the WWII and 

they keep belongings of the deceased families in a hidden corner of the houses. Here we can 

see the present and the past, the individual and the collective, the inside and the outside of the 

community, contesting at the surface of architecture. This presentation considers about 

housing of the Roma in Romania as their search for belonging in constant change of 

environments. 

 

Keywords: Roma, Romania, memory, house, belonging  

 

Valdemar Kalinin. 

The Semantic Correlations between ‘Xalado’ and ‘Russian’. 

 

Russian and non-Russian Roma understand the meaning of the word ‘xalado (khalado)’ in 

different ways. There is a group of ‘xaladytka (rosijska [Russian]) Roma’ in Poland who 

linguistically and ethnically are not Russian Roma at all. These Roma came to Poland from 

Lithuania, Western Belarus and Volyn’ area of Western Ukraine. This name ‘xaladytka’ was 

imposed on them by indigenous Polish (Lowland) Roma who thought that anyone who comes 

from the East of Poland is Russian. 

 



Let us analyse further this point in other Baltic-Romani language countries. Let us continue with 

Belarus’, where the word ‘xalado’ means a ‘soldier of National Service’ or a representative of 

‘Old Believers Russian people’. For Russian people the adjective ‘bare (big)’ is sometimes 

applied. 

 

In Latvia and Estonia the word ‘xalado’ is used  in the meaning of ‘army people’ or ‘police’ while 

for the Russian Roma they  more often say ”fandaritka Roma”. ’Fandari’ meant in Greek ‘a 

soldier’.  

 

In Russia itself the situation is different: you‘d better not use the word ‘xaladytka Roma’ 

addressing the Russian Roma: the word ‘xalado’ understood by Russian Roma as a ‘soldier’ ,  or 

‘Gendarme’.The genuine Russian Roma identify themselves  as ‘Rasieyska’ or ‘Ruska Roma’. The 

Roma from Siberia sometimes call themselves ‘Bare-Phuvjakire Roma (Roma from a vast land) 

or  ‘Sibiriaki’ (Siberians). 

 

In the end the researcher analyses different variants of etymology of the word ‘xalado’ which 

leads to misunderstanding between Russian and non-Russian Roma. 

 

Tomasz Kamusella (University of St Andrews). 

Tears of Blood: A Poet’s Witness Account of the Poraimos. 

 

Papusza’s narrative poem Tears of Blood seems to be the earliest witness account of the 

Poraimos (that is, the German Genocide of the Roma) written in Romani. It is the Roma 

counterpart to Itzhak Katznelson’s harrowing The Song of the Murdered Jewish People. Until 

recently the Poraimos was neglected in research and public discourse. The remembrance of and 

research on the Jewish Holocaust overshadowed any reflection on the Porajmos, although 

Hitler’s Germany decided to exterminate in their entirety only two nations, namely, the Jews 

and the Roma. The discussed translation of Tears of Blood into English is conducted from the 

original Romani with a prop of the Polish philological translation. It aspires to make the 

Poraimos widely known to the European and world public, for the sake of making Roma history 

and culture part and parcel of the mainstream of European history and culture, hopefully, 

leading to making any public expression of anti-Gypsyism unacceptable. The project also shows 

how the now neglected Soviet technique of team philological translation may help scaling the 

hurdle of, first, the lack of professional translators between Romani and other languages, and 

second, the fact that Romani is a pluricentric language without a single widely accepted 

standard. 

 

Keywords: historiography, philological translation, Papusza, politics of language, politics of 

memory, Poraimos, Roma history, Romani language 



 

 

 

 

Stamen Kanev (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum at 

Bulgarian Academy of Science). 

Local Natural Disasters and their Impact on the Quality of Life of the Roma Population 

(According to Field Materials from the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast). 

 

Among the natural disasters in Bulgaria, floods have the greatest relative share. The region of 

the Bulgarian Black Sea coast is the most frequently and severely affected. This type of disaster 

affects the quality of life of groups, communities and individuals by altering their physical 

well-being, influencing their mental health, and affecting their social contacts. 

 

On 19 June 2014, the "Asparuhovo" neighborhood of the city of Varna was flooded by a tidal 

wave. The consequences were catastrophic: 13 victims, completely or partially destroyed 

residential buildings, severely damaged infrastructure, landslides, discontinuation of power 

supply, and so on. Gradually, with the help of state institutions and volunteers, the 

neighborhood is recovering. This presentation shows the social impact of the disaster on the 

quality of life of the Roma population in the “Asparuhovo”- area, with focus on the changing 

complex quality of life of the people. The emphasis is on the broad spectrum of social 

interactions after the calamity. Attention is paid to the effect of the flood on local people's 

livelihood. 

 

Keywords: natural disasters, floods, Roma Population, quality of life, Bulgarian Black Sea coast 

 

Slawomir Kapralski (Pedagogical University of Krakow). 
The Advantages and Disadvantages of Informal Education About Roma Genocide: The Case of 

Poland’s “Roma Caravan Memorial” and Its Impact. 

 

In my presentation I will focus on the “Roma Caravan Memorial,” an annual event organized by 

a Regional Museum in Tarnow, Poland, together with local Roma organization. I will present the 

idea of the event and its most recent evolution towards creating Roma memorial sites in the 

area. My point is that while the Caravan makes Roma genocide visible in public space, its 

educational function dissolves in the commemorative activities that replace critical reflection 

about the past with “mnemonic rituals” in result of which commemoration separates from and 

replaces remembrance. 

Keywords: Roma genocide, education, remembrance, commemoration, memorial sites, 

mnemonic rituals. 



 

 

 

 

Ondřej Klípa (Charles University in Prague). 

Wrestling with “Race”: Counting Roma pupils in Czech Primary Schools. 

 

My paper deals with the official counting of Roma pupils in Czech primary schools that has been 

undertaken since 2009. It is extraordinary both in the Czech post-1989 history and in the 

international context because it attributes "Romaness" only from outside without taking into 

account self-identification of the counted persons. Since it defines the Roma primarily 

according to physical appearance, the Ministry of Education avoids the term “ethnicity” 

(nationality) in this data collection. However, it does not use any other category instead. 

Although the notion of race is a “taboo” in the Czech official documents, one has a strong 

feeling that it is actually all about race. In my paper I ask to what extent the statistical (not 

biological) category of race, as it is commonly used in Anglo-American context, would be 

suitable for this case and what are the obstacles to launch such a “racial” terminology in the 

Czech statistical procedures. Using the notion of Foucault´s biopolitics, I will also look at the 

way how (non-)defining of specific terminology influences the studied reality.  

  

Keywords: ethnic statistics; census; Roma; Czech Republic; ethnicity; race 

  
Vera Klopčič. 
Why It's Important to Learn about a Forgotten Roma Genocide. 

  

In Slovenia Roma genocide has long been neglected within the scope of the Remembrance of 

the Holocaust and Nazi crimes during the Second World War and even today majority 

population is often not aware about the historical persecution of Roma and about the fact that 

the Roma genocide was designed to physically eliminate Roma. Author assumes that centuries 

of marginalization and systematic exclusion of Roma from the mainstream society and the 

negative images of the lifestyle of Gypsies/Roma were the main causes for the prevailing 

indifferent attitudes of the members of other nations towards the suffering of Roma victims 

under the Nazi regime during World War II in Europe. The main objectives of the paper are to 

review of existing research in the field of studies of the Romani genocide and to include this 

knowledge in the catalogues for additional training of teachers. Audience consists of teachers, 

pupils and students, and Roma activists and their representatives as well. This process includes 

learning about the historical background, characteristics of the Romani identity, as part of 

intercultural education. Expected results are: additional education of teachers and students, 



and Roma activists, and encouraging the adoption and implementation of measures to 

overcome prejudice, intolerance and hatred against Roma in modern times. 

 

Keywords: Roma, education, genocide, Roma victims, anti- Gypsyism, discrimination 

 

Gabriel Kolvek  (Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic; Zuzana Straussova  (Nephrology and 

Dialysis Centre Fresenius, Nitra, Slovak Republic); Maria Majernikova (Safarik University, Kosice, 

Nephrology and Dialysis Centre Fresenius Kosice, Slovak Republic);  Jaroslav Rosenberger 

(Safarik University, Kosice, Nephrology and Dialysis Centre Fresenius Kosice, Slovak Republic); 

and Jitse P. van Dijk (Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic, University of Groningen, 

Netherlands). 

Do Health Differences between Roma and Non-Roma in the Slovak Dialyzed Population Exist? 

 

Background: Roma health has not been studied systematically. Thus far, it has been shown that 

Roma compared to non-Roma have a significantly higher likelihood of getting end-stage renal 

disease and that their chances for survival on dialysis are lower. Evidence is lacking regarding 

morbidity between Roma and non-Roma. The aim was to compare the health status of dialyzed 

Roma and non-Roma using the Charlson comorbidity index (CCI). 

 

Methods: All Slovak dialysis centers for adults were asked to fill in a questionnaire with 

demographic and clinical data, including comorbidity. Cross-sectional analysis of 2082 patients 

with an average age of 63.8±13.8 years was performed. Comorbidity was expressed as the CCI, 

and ethnic differences were calculated. Linear regression was performed to adjust for 

differences in gender and age in both ethnic groups. 

 

Results: Roma represented 13.0% of the whole dialyzed population (n=270). Comorbidity 

expressed as CCI was significantly lower in the Roma population (p<0.001). After adjusting for 

gender and age, ethnicity failed to be associated with the CCI in the linear regression analysis 

(p=0.965, variance of the model—adjusted R2 38.6%). 

 

Discussion: The health status of dialyzed Slovak Roma does not differ cross-sectionally when 

adjusted for age and gender from the health status of dialyzed non-Roma. 

  

Keywords: Roma; health; morbidity; dialysis; Slovakia 

 

Neven Kovačev (University of Zagreb). 

The Roma in the Dictionaries of the Croatian Language until the End of the 19th Century. 

  



The aim of the paper is to give an account on the perception of the Roma population in the 

early modern period and the 19th century in Croatia by analyzing the dictionaries of the Croatian 

language written in the aforementioned period. The analyzed dictionaries are mostly bi- and 

multilingual, most commonly Croatian-Latin and Latin Croatan. First of all, the dictionaries 

provide us information on the designations for the Roma population in the Croatian language – 

throughout the whole aforementioned period two main designations for the Roma coexist in 

Croatian (both of them with numerous variants): the one derived from the Greek word 

Athinganoi (e.g. Czygan), and the one derived from the word for Egypt (e.g. Jeghjupak). The 

dictionaries reflect the time in which they are written. The perception of the Roma as swindlers 

and frauds prevails, but, besides that, the dictionaries give us many other pieces of information, 

for example the information on the alleged origins of the Roma population. Furthermore, by 

quoting the mentions of the Roma in various early modern literary works, the analyzed 

dictionaries are of use to the historian, helping the historian discover hitherto unknown written 

historical sources on the history and the perception of the Roma population. For example, 

several dictionaries quote the folk sayings and proverbs on the Roma. 

  

Keywords: Roma, dictionaries, early modern period, 19th century. 

 

Lilyana Kovatcheva 

The Comrades´ Court in Roma/Gypsy Neighborhoods in Bulgaria 

 

The practice of co-called Comrades’ court (drugarski sud), intruded with the Law on the 

Comrades' Court in Bulgaria, became widely spread among all citizens in the 1960s. In the 

ideological spirit of the time, it was supposed to contribute to the observance of the rules of 

the socialist society. While in the second half of the 1970s these practice was considerably 

decreasing among the majority, in the Roma neighbourhoods it was maintained actively, and 

was observed even after the democratic changes in 1989 (the Law was in force until 1991). 

The paper looks into the practice of the Comrades´ courts among both Bulgarians and Roma. It 

examines what are the difference in the practices of enforcement of the Law on Comrades´ 

courts, and how these differences can be interpreted. The paper is based on an ethnographic 

study among Bulgarian and Roma communities in Sofia, Pernik, Dupnitsa and Kyustendil. I 

analyze personal observations and memories, talks, stories, in-depth interviews and memories 

of representatives from both ethnic groups in the above-mentioned cities. In addition, state 

archives´ materials from the cities that are related to the practices are also analyzed in the 

paper. 

 

Keywords: The Comrades´ court, rules of the socialist society, gypsy neighborhoods (mahali) 

and communities 



 

 

 

 

 

Michal Kozubik (Constantine the Philosopher University, Nitra, Slovak Republic ) and Jitse P. van 

Dijk (University Medical Centre Groningen, Netherlands). 

On Roma Clothing in the 18th and 21st Century: A Comparative Study in the Slovakian High 

Tatra Region. 

 

Background: We describe Roma Clothing in the period of 1775-1776 by analysing Samuel 

Augustini ab Hortis’ „Zigeuner in Ungarn“. We compare this clothing with the style of clothing in 

the present time. 

 

Methods: We used a content analysis of Augustini’s documents (Urbancova in 1994) for an 

illustration of how Roma in the Poprad district (north–east region below the Slovakian High 

Tatra mountain range) were dressed in the 18th century. The present data came from field 

research undertaken in 2012-2018 in the same Poprad district. This accumulated information 

was analysed using the Grounded Theory. 

 

Results: Roma clothes in the 18th C were strongly varicoloured leading to expensive taste 

regarding clothing. The most favourite colours were red and green. Roma preferred high quality 

outer garments, and they would rather buy used clothes but with higher quality.   At present, 

their clothing is determined by the social position of the community member, being an 

important sign of status. We now found a certain emphasis on “designer clothes” among rich 

Roma (primarily among Christian Mission Maranata members). Poor settlement dwellers prefer 

shopping in second-hand and Chinese shops, and they use the charity service. Contact with the 

majority (e.g. post office, school, shop) activates the poor to care for their look. 

 

Conclusions: Flamboyant Roma clothing is a romantic image of the remote past, although Roma 

did really give priority to colourful clothes.  They spent a lot of money on their appearance, but 

on the other hand their outfits were described as flashy. They refused to wear farmer’s clothes. 

At present, the older generation still prefers to dress colourfully. Nowadays clothing in the 

Slovakian High Tatra region is a symbol of social class. Rich people try to show their 

achievement through their clothing style. This is typical in fact for the whole of Slovak society in 

general. 

 

Keywords: clothing, Roma, 18th century, 21st century, Slovakia 

 



 

 

 

 

Hristo Kyuchukov (University of Silesia in Katowice), Helen Kyratji (University of Cyprus), and 

William New (Beloit College). 

Short Term Memory and Knowledge of Romani by Roma Children in Cyprus. 

 

In this research we explore the linguistic performance of Roma pupils in two Cypriot State 

schools. The children are divided into two origin and age groups. One group was consisted of 

Local Turkish and Gurbetcha speaking Roma (Gurbetties) children and the second group was 

consisted of Roma children coming originally from Bulgaria and Romania. There are two age 

groups, one group of 8 year old children and the second group of 10 year old children. 

The children were tested in both their mother tongue and in Greek as a second language with 

the following tests: Short term memory test, PPVT, number and sentence repetition tests. 

Short term memory is in reciprocal relationship with reading. It is part of reading ability and it is 

related to reading competence development. Short term memory predicts the readiness for 

reading ability in Romania and Greek. 

  

Results showed that 8 year old children's performance in mother tongue was better than their 

performance in Greek whereas the 10 year old children's performance was equal in mother 

tongue and in Greek. According to Cummins (1978) threshold theory second language abilities 

develop to a threshold level when first language abilities develop. Therefore, it is important to 

develop Romani language from kindergarten at Cypriot educational system. Results may inform 

educators and stake-holders in the field of Roma children's education to provide additional 

educational support in the mother tongue. Roma pupils at Saint Antonios schools in Limassol, 

where the study was carried out receive some Romani language lessons at afternoon classes. 

However this is not part of the formal curriculum program. So we suggest to teach them their 

mother tongue as part of the curriculum. 

 

Keywords: short term memory, Romani, vocabulary, mother tongue education, second 

language, Gurbetcha. 

 

Olga Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, 

(ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal) and Maria Manuela Mendes (FAUL, Lisbon University; 

Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

Public Education Policies and Schooling Inequalities of Ciganos in Portugal: A Critical Analysis 

Focus in the National Strategy. 

 



This presentation aims to reflect about Portuguese public education policies (since the 

implantation of democratic system in 25 April 1974) and their impact on Ciganos regarding 

school attendance, educational success and decreased early dropout. 

 

Therefore, we mapping diversified information that was analysed and processed through 

collection and analysis of legal and other documents about these policies, especially those that 

have had a greater impact on Ciganos’ Education. 

 

For that analysis we used the support of data from empirical qualitative research in Lisbon and 

Porto metropolitan urban areas performed between 2013-2015 we analyse the impact in 

Ciganos of some education policy measures as the case, for example, of the compulsory 

schooling, Territories of Priority Intervention, Integrated Education and Training Program, New 

Opportunities and Choices Programme, etc. What is the impact of the National Strategy for 

Integration of the Roma? 

 

The base research for that reflection was developed in the metropolitan areas of Lisbon and 

Porto, where there are neighborhoods or areas with high concentration of Roma families. There 

is a multiple focus of analysis on the interaction between social policies, education and 

reconfigurations of identity with the intersection and comparison of data from multiple scales 

(neighborhood, county, metropolitan area, national) as well as various techniques (collection 

and analysis) and sources information. 

 

It is presented a critical and reflective reading on the policy orientations and the achieved social 

rights and on the discourses and current practices of what has changed in the school 

trajectories of Ciganos, in terms of continuity, success and permanence in the school and the 

(in)visibility of National Strategy. 

  

Keywords: Ciganos/ Gypsies, public policies, education, Portugal 

 

Manuela Marin (Babeș-Bolyai University). 

Resistance at the Periphery: Roma People in Communist Romania. 

 

The paper focuses on the resistance of Roma people during the 1980s in connection with the 

Romanian communist regime’s refusal to recognize them as a national minority and thus 

observed their rights both as a national and religious group. I consider resistance as an 

oppositional attitude that involved Roma intellectuals or local leaders and common people 

willing to raise the awareness of the international community and also of the party and state 

leadership towards the difficult social and economic situation of their minority. My analysis is 



based on the files created by the former Romanian secret police, the Securitate, and also 

includes personal files of the main (local) leaders of the Roma people in Romania. 

 

The structure of my paper consists of three parts. In the first part I will draw a general picture of 

the policies engaged by the communist regime in the case of its Roma people since 1948 and 

until 1989. This will be done with the purpose of illustrating how the Romanian state’s policies 

changed over the time, how and in what terms these policies defined and tried to deal with the 

problem of Roma population. In the second part I will show that despite extreme poverty and 

lack of education, this minority also had its own elite, and these elite expressed in different 

favorable circumstances after the Helsinki Conference their concern with the ethnic and 

cultural survival of Roma people in Romania. Thirdly, I will map the means of everyday 

resistance (James C. Scott) engaged by a part of Roma people to express their dissatisfaction 

with the way in which the Romanian regime treated their minority. These means included 

writings with hateful content, distribution of manifests, illegal trespassing of the national 

frontier and other actions labeled by the Securitate as nationalist (collecting the Roma folklore, 

writings in Roma language, requests for the introduction of Roma language in schools and 

churches, for example). 

 

Aleksandar G. Marinov (University of St Andrews). 

The Roma and the Protestant Mission in Bulgaria between the Two World Wars. 

 

This paper seeks to give an overview of the role of Protestant missions and missionaries in 

shaping and in the creation of (new) identities of Romani communities in Bulgaria in the period 

between World War One and World War Two. It studies this historical period as it is 

characterised with power struggles, crises, coups, the collapse of major Empires such as the 

Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian and the Russian, and among other things, it is about nations 

shaping and choosing a way forward and their futures. The Romani communities of the Balkans 

have been an integral part of the surrounding populations and their struggles are not dissimilar 

to those of the societies they occupy. Thus, with the help of Evangelical missions in Bulgarian 

lands, some Bulgarian Roma communities find a way to paint and choose their role and place 

within Bulgaria and in their future. The paper analyses how and why Roma groups from 

Northwest Bulgaria chose to accept the Protestant message and presents the processes that 

help them create ‘new’ Roma groups. This work is based on available academic research on 

Roma Evangelical works, literature and press and it is part of the research project 

‘RomaInterbellum. Roma Civic Emancipation between the Two World Wars.’ 

  

Keywords: Roma, Gypsy, Tsigani, Protestantism, Bulgaria, Roma publications, Interwar period, 

segmentation, transformation 

 



Airi Markkanen (University of Eastern Finland). 

Romanian Roma Children in Finland and in Romania – Sensuous, Multi-sited Ethnography. 

 

The paper will deal with Romanian Roma children´s position in their home country and in 

Finland. The Roma families migrating to or moving between Romania and Finland. Researching 

children is important not only recognizing but enabling children´s agency and voices, developing 

methods which meet the children´s worlds. Children are not invisible “luggage”. In Finland for 

example , the mobility of Roma families and children has been labelled and argued strictly from 

the perspective of the violation of children´s rights. Many Romanian Roma families´ children are 

“left home,” grand-mothers or other relatives are taken care of many sibling´s children, there 

are sometimes over ten children. While mothers and fathers are in foreign countries trying to 

earn money. 

 

There has been fruitful methods doing interviews and observation with children in their 

home villages in Romania and in Finland. For example puppetry and other visual methods, 

in order to voice and visualize the mobility experiences. Multi-sited and sensuous 

ethnography also offered the possibility of moving between localities with qualitative 

materials of everyday life of children in mobility. 

 

I have done multi-sited ethnography, research with Romanian Roma about six years and 25 

years with Finnish Roma people. My presentation will be about Romanian Roma children´s 

position in this kind of “circular” migration. This kind of research has not been done much, to 

get children´s voices aloud. 

 

Keywords: Romanian Roma, Roma children and families, poverty, non-equality, migration, 

translocality. 

 

Elena Marushiakova and Vesselin Popov (University of St Andrews), 

Gypsy Nomadism vs. Roma Activism in Eastern Europe during the Interwar Period. 

  

In the core of academic interest in Gypsies since its beginning is their nomadic way of life. The 

nomadic way of life is often considered to be their most important and essential feature that 

distinguishes them from other peoples and is the main pillar of their community identity. From 

this point of view, the forced sedentarisation from 1950s to 1970s in the countries, labeled as 

Eastern Europe, is continuously interpreted as one of the clearest examples of the crimes of the 

communist regimes against human, social and cultural rights of Roma. Usually, however, these 

interpretations lack one important point – the presentation of the Roma views on this policy 

and its outcomes. Moreover, till now was not disclosed the position of the leading Roma 

activists who initiated the Roma emancipation movement and created the first Gypsy/Roma 



organisations in the countries of Eastern Europe (Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Romania, Poland, USSR) 

during the interwar period. The proposed paper strives to fill this gap in knowledge and to 

initiate a new discussion about the issue of  the so called Gypsy nomadism which account 

visions about the future of leading Roma activists.  

 

Keywords: Gypsy nomadism, Roma activism, Roma organisation, sedentarisation, Interwar 

period 

 

Petre Matei (“Elie Wiesel” National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust, Romania). 

Deporting the Roma from Arges and Muscel to Transnistria (1942-1944): Between Central 

Orders and Local Interpretations. 

  

In 1942, the Romanian authorities deported to Transnistria almost 25,000 Roma. Of the 13,176 

sedentary Roma, 10% were deported from Pitesti. How and why a town such as Pitesti (with 

just over 20,000 inhabitants during WWII) has come to deport so many Roma are the questions 

we are trying to answer in this presentation. This case will be analyzed against the backdrop 

offered by the two counties (Arges and Muscel). There was an overlap of agendas on Roma, 

belonging to different actors who, in certain contexts, could collaborate or compete: Ion 

Antonescu; central authorities; local civil authorities and police; civilian population; Roma 

themselves. Local authorities had a considerable leeway to designate their own 

"problem-gypsies", depending on local sensitivities. Deportations became possible due to 

Antonescu's involvement, but local initiatives (whether of the authorities or of the civilian 

population) should not be ignored. The category of the so called "problem-gypsies" was very 

fluid. Things got even more complicated when different actors came in with their own grids of 

interpretation. In order to solve their own problems with Roma, local authorities took 

advantage of the definition originating from central authorities but tacitly pushed their limits or 

demanded explicitly the abolition of certain limitations (such as the provision that the mobilized 

and mobilizable Roma and their families were not to be deported). 

 

Maria Luiza Medeleanu (The National University of Political Studies and Public Administration 

(SNSPA), Bucharest). 

Representation of Romani People in the Soap Operas Gypsy Heart, The Queen, State from 

Romania. 

 

This paper aims to discuss to what extent the presence of the positive stereotypes about Roma 

in the media can decrease the level of discrimination of Roma people in the Romanian society. 

Also, another objective of this work is to discover  how does the representation of Roma in the 

media impacts the collective awareness of the Romani community. This paper is based on three 



Romani themed soap operas broadcasted during 2007 – 2010 (Gypsy Heart, The Queen, State 

from Romania). 

 

Relying on three soap operas the author will make field research, based on interviews. The 

author intends to make interviews with people from the majority population, from cities with 

high percentage of Roma people who watched the mentioned tv series in order to verify if 

these series have changed their perception about Roma; and interviews with Romani people 

who watched the mentioned tv series in order to verify how they influence the collective 

awareness of the Romani community. 

 

 Keywords: rromani people, media, discrimination, collective awarness  

 

Carlos Medinas ( Câmara Municipal de Reguengos de Monsaraz, Portugal) and Olga Magano 

(Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, 

Lisboa, Portugal). 

Roma and Digital Literacy: A Case Study in Reguengos De Monsaraz, Portugal. 

 

Information technologies play a crucial role in the lives of citizens, in the Society of Information 

(Castells, 2002). The main human activities are involved for new information and 

communication technologies (ICT). ICT covers a wide range of areas of personal life for each of 

us, making us virtually dependent on technology. However, this seemingly democratized 

society not extend the generalized access of all people to these technologies, thus creating a 

dichotomized world of those who have access to ICTs and those who do not ("info-excluded"), 

or who have digital literacy or not. 

 

The purpose of this communication is to present the results of an investigation carried out on 

Roma people and digital literacy in the city of Reguengos de Monsaraz, Portugal. Being a 

population with low levels of schooling and without professional qualifications, how do the 

Gypsies of Reguengos de Monsaraz deal with information technology? For that purpose, an 

exploratory study was developed using quantitative technique (questionnaire applied to 

Gypsies) and qualitative technique (semi-structured interview applied to representatives of 

local institutions). 

 

The study of the relationship between Roma and digital literacy is still very unusual but with the 

results obtained we hope to know better this relationship and how social and education policies 

contribute (or not) to the promotion of digital literacy and too if the digital literacy can be an 

element that contribute for the increase of the literacy among Roma people. For this purpose, 

various dimensions of life of Roma people (education, access market labor, health, housing, 



etc.) and dimensions of digital literacy (access to Internet, networks,  technology, computers, 

smartphones, knowledge of  programmes, etc.) was analyzed. 

  

Keywords: Digital Literacy; Gypsies; Internet; Exclusion, Integration; Social Inequalities 

 

Maria Manuela Mendes (FAUL, Lisbon University; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), 

CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal) and Olga Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto 

Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

Community Resilience and Collaborative Research: Some Research Notes on a Case Study in 

the Lisbon Metropolitan Area. 

  

Against the background of a collaborative research that a research group of the Faculty of 

Architecture, University of Lisbon, began in 2014 through an action research project, which 

aims to know the needs and characteristics of the population, their living conditions, as well as 

the identification of the problems and priorities of urban intervention, the identification of the 

pathologies of the dwellings and the search for a sustainable housing solution that is adequate 

from the urbanistic point of view and the local experiences. 

 

It is a precarious and impoverished neighborhood, of illegal occupation, built largely by the 

residents themselves for more than 50 years. Currently residing in the neighborhood is a 

population of about 220 people and 53 families, mostly of Portuguese nationality, of African 

origin and Roma living in a situation of serious precariousness, in poor housing conditions, with 

low levels of schooling, labor market and low incomes. 

 

We are faced with a resilient population and neighborhood; in fact, the interviews with the 

residents reveal that this place is very exposed to socio-environmental vulnerabilities, people 

deal daily with adverse circumstances, however, people demonstrate strategies to deal with 

and mitigate the difficulties, revealing ability to adjust and adapt. Community resilience 

understood as a dynamic process and applied to a collective, from the perspective of Ojeda, La 

Jara and Marques (2007) the keys to explaining resilience are not found in individual 

characteristics, but in social conditions, in group relations, in cultural and values of each society. 

Fieldwork based on observation and interviews has revealed that the empowerment of the 

association of residents and their representatives, especially women, is correlated with the 

collaborative dynamic that has been established among the association, residents, University, 

city council and NGOs. The empowerment and autonomy of the residents has been made in the 

struggle for recognition of this neighborhood, its residents, also in access to electric light that 

was cut in 2016, and access to bathrooms and accommodation. We believe that empowerment 

and collaborative research can enhance these resilient behaviors and attitudes. But also the use 

of participatory action research and the adoption of strategies of co-production in research 



aims at the empowerment; working "with" communities tends to provide the communities with 

greater control over the research process and is a mutual process of learning. 

  

Keywords: Community resilience; participatory action; Roma; qualitative research; Lisbon 

metropolitan area 

 

Lison Merville (EHESS, Paris; FSPUB, Bucharest). 

Between Eviction and Resistance: French Slums Today, the Case of Bobigny. 

 

Associated to Roma migration coming from Eastern Europe, French slums are called “Roma 

camps” in public discourses and public policies since just over a decade. This research article 

will not seek to understand the stigmatization process, but rather how public policies are 

socially built in a political context of exclusion and racial discrimination. Housing for migrants is 

involved in setting out procedure for action by state authority regarding immigration. After the 

“integration project” in specific and selective housing project, the resettlement issue of the 

“Roma camp” is treated by the platform materializing eviction public policy: social diagnosis of 

the Adoma company. The connection between makeshift housing and migration through 

post-colonial approach is relevant in order to show the political way French government 

marginalises and controls the so-called migration. 

 

Starting from studying urban marginality, the second part of this research highlights resistance 

strategies. Focusing on agency is key to move beyond a pessimistic approach to social exclusion 

; thus I propose to study eviction resistance as social protest, through self-organisation, 

association, and judicial reclamation. To apprehend these aspects, I analyse power relations 

through an intersectional perspective. As a non-Roma and, more precisely, a White French 

academic woman, I analyse the French discourse to racialized housing policy and migration 

control, and then discuss the resistance strategy and struggle by “giving the floor” to those 

concerned. As a Rromani speaker, I could carry out an ethnography in different slums and the 

one we are focusing here is located in Bobigny, Paris suburb. 

 

Keywords: Public policies, Integration, Evictions, Slums, Resistance, Roma. 

 

Kati Mikkola (Finnish Literature Society). 

Whose Cultural Heritage? – Kalevala-metric Poetry and Spells Narrated by Roma in the 

Folklore Archives of the Finnish Literature Society. 

  

In my paper, I will focus on the folklore collections of the Finnish Literature Society (SKS) with 

particular attention to Kalevala-metric poetry and spells narrated by Finnish Roma (Kaale) in the 

20th century Finland. Concerning the relationship between Finnish folklore and Roma folklore 



the Roma spells that adapt the Kalevala metre of Finnish folk poetry are highly interesting. The 

main focus of my analysis will be on spells connected to Roma people’s life and their 

encounters with the main population. In one of the spells, which was collected in 1945 and 

spreads over 50 stanzas, the object is a landowner who has driven the Roma away from his 

land. The spell casts a curse on the landowner’s family. The existence of these spells makes 

apparent the flexibility of cultural boundaries, as it does, perhaps, the intentional play with 

folklore genres, which has often been a source of power for minorities. In my paper, I will also 

analyse how these folklore items have been classified in the archives and in which context or 

indexes they have been placed. Examining these topics will reveal both ideological boundaries 

and complex interaction between the minority cultural heritage and the heritage that is 

perceived as the Finnish. Thus, in my paper I will contribute to the discussion of the position of 

minorities in the archival policies of nationally oriented archives. 

  

Keywords: the Finnish Roma, folk poetry, folklore, folk religion, archive, Finland 

 

Yana Moroz (University of Sofia St. Kliment Ohridski). 

Faith, Space, Gender. An Observation of a Pentecostal Church in Sofia, Bulgaria. 

  

This paper explores the way in which gender impacts on the way faith is expressed within the 

Fiery Church in Sofia, Bulgaria. The author exemplifies three distinct areas, called spaces where 

these gender differences are demonstrated: first, internal space which refers to both the 

physical and organizational structure of the church; second, the external space, which refers to 

impact of gender role expectations and norms in the wider community; and third, the inner 

space- the way in which men and women experience and express faith on an individual level.  

 

Keywords: Pentecostal, Gender, Roma, Fiery Church 

 

Madalina Musca (National School of Political and Public Administration, Bucharest).  

Drawing Transformation of Power through Resistance among Romani Caldarari Women. 

 

Having as a starting point the complex relation between power and resistance, in this paper I 

try to analyze the transformation of ways of resistance and thus of power among romani 

caldarari women from a small rural community in the south-east of Romania. I firstly present 

how the economic relations and marriage strategies have changed in the past years, as a 

reaction to the structural transformations in the post-socialist society of Romania. Then I 

analyze how the gender power relations are structured today, focusing on women’s ways of 

reaction. My intention is to show how the rich and insightful ways of resistance can help us 

trace the working of social power. Following Abu-Lughod, I intend to de-romanticize resistance 



seen as the manifest “of the resilience and the creativity of the human spirit in its refusal to be 

dominated” 

(1990: 42), and focus on its various forms to be able to describe the ways the dominant society 

and gender relations structure everyday life of a romani caldarari women. 

 

Keywords: identity, gender relations, resistance, Roma 

 

William New (Beloit College) and Hristo Kyuchukov (University of Silesia, Katowice). 

From Holocaust Education to Roma Genocide Education. 

 

The Romani genocide has not received the kind of intensive study, or public accounting, as is 

case for the Jewish Holocaust. ’Truth and reconciliation’ campaigns focused on the Holocaust 

have resulted in the mass dissemination of information, caused national governments to reckon 

with their own histories, and produced countless educational and memorial projects. The most 

influential Holocaust educational projects — like those those associated with Yad Vashem and 

the US Holocaust Museum; memorials at concentration camps like Auschwitz; and 

organizations like the International Holocaust Remembrance Association — include the Roma, 

but are informed by pedagogical philosophies grounded in the 'larger’ cultural and historical 

contexts of the Holocaust. This predominance of this frame of reference extends also to the 

intended students of genocide education, which might or might not include Romani children 

and communities.  

 

Our paper will compare the the philosophy and pedagogical principles underlying Holocaust 

education, with those underlying recent forms of Romani genocide education. We seek to 

answer the question of what might constitute cultural relevant pedagogy with respect to the 

Romani genocide. This requires asking, for example:  

— How can genocide education connect continuing racism (Anti-Gypsyism) across Europe to 

the Nazi racial project?  

— What forms of curricula and memorials are appropriate to the circumstances of the Romani 

genocide? 

— How can genocide education be made to reach both Romani and non-Romani audiences? 

— How can entities like the Council of Europe, the EU, and national governments be persuaded 

to take a more constructive role in Romani genocide education? 

 

Keywords: genocide, education, Holocaust 

 

Diana-Alexandra Nistor (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

Mobility As a Way of Living. Roma Communities in Transylvania during the Communist             

Regime. 



 

The presentation aims to highlight the manner in which Roma communities in Transylvania             

managed to practice their crafts and trades and to move across the country, under the austere                

communist legislation and the permanent surveillance done by the Militia in each county. In              

this regard, oral history interviews very often demonstrated the inability of the communist             

regime in regulating the manner in which Roma families gained their existence practising             

different crafts and/ or the street commerce. Therefore, the research focuses on the life stories               

of various Roma craftsmen communities who continued to produce goods and sell them during              

the communist regime, and who moved (most of the times temporary, but also permanently) in               

different areas in Transylvania, managing to negotiate with the system in order to provide for               

their families. The interviewees whose story fragments are to be quoted in the presentation,              

belong to the traditional communities of Gabori and Căldărari, as well as to former              

communities of brick makers, spoon makers, brooms and baskets craftsmen and street            

merchants. 

 

Ewa Nowicka (Collegium Civitas, Warsaw) and Maciej Witkowski (WSB University, Szeroka, 

Poland). 

The Researcher’s Own Emotions as a Tool of Insight: In Search of Indicators of Crossing the 

Ethnic Boundary in the Roma Pentecostal Community. 

 

The paper focuses on complexities of the anthropological insight in the participatory research 

among small Roma Pentecostal community of the converts in a Carpathian village in Poland. 

Researching the community means the participation in prayer meetings. This participation leads 

to a serious emotional engagement of a researcher (however not-believer). Do the emotional 

(and bodily) reactions of a researcher allow transgressing the ethnic boundary, which divides 

the Roma community and a non-Roma researcher, as well? Researcher’s feeling (in the moment 

of clear and self-evident empathy) is very hard to take under the cognitive control and to 

interpret afterword. Do the emotional (with physiological and behavioral components) 

reaction and emphatic participation result the intimacy? Researcher’s bodily reactions are, on 

one hand, the tool of the social insight within the researched community. On the other hand, 

they invoke methodological and interpersonal problems. 

  

The authors focus on the perspectives of development strategies of collecting empirical data 

among Roma communities, which will make the social interpretation more reflexive and 

transparent and will allow analyzing the interpersonal and intrapersonal context of the field 

experience. In the case study authors discuss three theses: 

  

 1. Empathy is not the end but the beginning of the social interpretation, 

 2. Reducing body to „the intersubjective observation” means that we lose data, 



 3. The key element of the social participant inquiry is the interpretation of relational 

circumstances of a researcher’s subjective empathy. 

 

Keywords: methodology, reflexive anthropology, emotions, Pentecostals 

 

 

 

 

Călin Andrei Olariu (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

The Use of Genre in Roma Life Story Narratives. 

 

Drawing on the premise that “the past” does not exist apart from the form of representation of                 

the past, in a narrative form, in this presentation I will show how a closer attention to the                  

genres employed by witnesses in oral history interviews allows the oral historian to make a               

more complex and revealing analysis of what and how the interviewee is saying. In order to                

exemplify this, I will make an analysis of several life story interviews conducted in the research                

project: “The Untold Story. An Oral History of the Roma People in Romania”.  

 

Key words: genre, life story, subjectivity, communism 

 

Dragos-Stelian Olteanu.  

Notes on the Phonology of Some Romance Loanwords into Romani. 

 

This article aims at analyzing the phonology of some Romance loanwords borrowed into various 

Romani dialects. The rationale behind this article derives from the lack of any consistent and 

comparative approach to Romance loanwords into Romani dialects. 

 

The dialects I have chosen to discuss are Polish Lovari, Romanian Kalderash, Ursari Romani, 

Romanian Carpathian Romani, and Piedmontese Sinti Romani. What brings these dialects 

together is the Romance influence especially in terms of vocabulary, an influence that can be 

either historical (as in the case of Polish Lovari) or  present as it is the case for  Kalderash. 

 

The first part of the article provides the reader with some brief sketches encompassing relevant 

information about the aforementioned dialects. 

 

The main part deals with various phonetic phenomena such as metathesis, prothesis, and 

assimilation and tries to provide an account of their existence based on the phonetic 

environment. 

 



The most frequent phonetic phenomena occurring in the aforementioned dialects can be 

summed up as follows: 

§  prothesis: iskirin ‘they are writing’ (Polish Lovari), vuloj ‘petrol’ (Kalderash Romani); 

§  aphaeresis: glinda ‘mirror’ (Polish Lovari), koperìśo ‘roof’ (Kalderash Romani); 

§  metathesis: dulmut ‘ancient’ (Polish Lovari), logònda ‘engagement’ (Ursari Romani). 

 

The last part of the paper attempts to provide a comparative analysis of these phenomena 

across the aforementioned dialects, while briefly touching upon other phonetic features typical 

of these dialects that are relevant for the purpose of the paper. 

 

Keywords: Romance loanwords, phonetic phenomena, prothesis, aphaeresis, metathesis. 

 

Viorel Oprișan (”Light for Roma" Foundation; Eben Ezer Church for Roma, Boldești Scăeni, 

Romania). 

The Roma community of Boldeşti Scăeni, Prahova County: The Education of Children and 

Social Projects. 

 

The story of the Evangelical Roma community from Boldești Scăeni, that is formed of almost 

1,000 people, began in 2009, when an after-school program was implemented in the Gypsy 

quarter of this town. Later the "Light for Roma" Foundation (Fundaţia "Lumină pentru romi") 

developed some other projects, implying volunteers, mostly Roma, that contributed to the 

improvement of the life of those people, children and adults, of the modification of some 

realities of economical, social and cultural nature, and to the creation of a strong solidarity 

spirit. The community is based almost exclusively on the local resources and on the work of its 

members. 

This presentation is introducing the documented situation of the Roma community of Boldești 
Scăeni and its projects along the years starting with 2009. It is highlighting the programs 

destined to children, but there are also presented the relationship based on reciprocal help 

within the members of community; one of them is the project of building a house, every year, 

for one of the poorest member of their community. Lately the foundation implemented a new 

project, that is meant to provide the materials necessary to sustain the after-school program 

and to help the poor members of the community: bought part of a former collective farm and 

new agricultural projects (raising animals, cultivating potatoes etc) are being implemented in it.  

 

Keywords: Roma, Roma community, Evangelicals, social work, education, after-school for Roma 

children 

 

Jan Ort (Charles University, Prague). 

Policies toward an East Slovak Romani Settlement. 



 

The contribution is based on a historical part of a long-term ethnographic research in an East 

Slovak village (Svidník district). The village has 150 inhabitants, half of them Roms, half of them 

non-Roms. Although there were no conflicts between those two groups, there was a clear 

boundary, visibly represented by the existence of the Romani settlement, both physically and 

symbolically separated from the rest of village. The existence of the Romani settlement was 

seen by both Roms and non-Roms as a natural result of a Romani „mentality“. It becomes clear 

from the analysis of the archival documents and historical narratives that, at least since the 

1960’s, there have been many attempts by Roms to move out of the Romani settlement. At the 

same time, there has been continuous effort to dispose of the Romani settlement (as with 

other East Slovak Romani settlements) from a position of central policy by the Czechoslovak 

state. Thus, it turned out to be a local policy and local non-Romani participants, who tended to 

preserve the local border and the Romani settlement itself. In my contribution, I will also try to 

outline some (dis)continuities in the policy toward the Romani settlement before and after 

1989. 

  

Keywords: Slovakia, Roms, Romani settlements, state policy, local policy 

 

Ann Ostendorf (Gonzaga University Spokane, Washington). 

Ambivalent Egyptians: Gypsies, Race and the Law in the Mid-Nineteenth Century United 

States. 

 

In the United States during the nineteenth century both the federal and state governments 

legally segregated people based on their race. In the 1830s-1840s, several Americans whose 

racial status had come under question claimed “Egyptian” heritage in an attempt to secure 

certain privileges granted only to those with provable claims to whiteness. These men and 

women strategically positioned their legal racial status as “white” based on claims of 

“Egyptian,” rather than their suspected African, heritage. Americans, as part of their English 

legal and linguistic heritage, had continued to use the term “Egyptian” in legal debates and 

settings to refer to people more popularly spoken of as “Gypsies.” But in this American setting, 

where a commitment to enslaved African labor had led to increasingly segregationist race 

codes, use of the term “Egyptian” became problematic. Increasingly, American Gypsies became 

rhetorically useful for those discussing the benefits of racist laws. The intersection of legal 

categories of citizenship with racial criteria became more potent in the years after slavery 

ended in 1865 as American citizenship expanded to include former slaves. These citizenship 

debates drew from popular stereotypes of Gypsies, as well as ideologies of race, to bolster 

support for racist citizenship laws in places where few feared a free black citizenry. Thus, an 

historical examination of the use of “Egyptians” and “Gypsies” in mid-nineteenth century race 

law reveals the ambivalent rhetorical power of “Gypsiness” and the fluid uses such a racial 



category and identity could provide. A legal category useful to transcend racial stigma for some 

became the exemplar of racial debasement for others. 

  

Keywords: race, law, citizenship, Egyptians, United States history 

 

  

Cristian Padure (INALCO; LACITO). 

Culture, Folklore and Language Elements in Rinconada, Veracruz Roma Community. Traces of 

Their Last Migration. 

 

Pickett (1962) offers a first complex description of the Roma from Mexico which includes a 

considerable Roma vocabulary comprising approximatively 50 Romanian words. The author 

doesn’t make any references on the etymology of these words.  

 

Research literature on the subject reveals arguments attesting a second Roma migration from 

Balkans toward West, including the Americas, in the 19th century, Torbágyi (2003), Achim 

(2004), without especially mentioning a final destination but rather territories where Roma 

were crossing by Achim (2004, p.124), Lumholtz (1902, p.302). 

 

In this paper I will present data from the field work I did within my PhD research in 2015 and 

2016. These data include indications on the Roma coming from Romanian Principalities last 

migration toward Rinconada and are organized as follows:  

 

·         linguistic data – a corpus of 145 words having a Romanian etymology or a regular use in 

Romanian language. 

·         folklore elements data – songs and popular ballads met also in Romanian popular folklore. 

·         culture and cult elements data – cultural and religious practices met also on the Romania’ 

territory, together with the so-called speciality vocabulary. 

 

References 

Achim, V. (2004). The Roma in Romanian History. Budapest; New York: Central European 

University Press. 

Lumholtz, C. (1902). Unknown Mexico; a record of five years’ exploration among the tribes of 

the western Sierra Madre; in the tierra caliente of Tepic and Jalisco; and among the Tarascos of 

Michoacan. New York : C. Scribner’s sons. Retrieved from 

http://archive.org/details/unknownmexicorec02lumh 

Torbágyi, P. (2003). Gitanos húngaros en América Latina. Acta Hispanica, Tomus VIII (Szeged), 

139–144. 

 

http://archive.org/details/unknownmexicorec02lumh
http://archive.org/details/unknownmexicorec02lumh


Keywords: Roma people, origins, migration, folk history 

 

 

 

 

 

Milena Pandy (University of Toronto). 

A Truly European Language: Understanding Institutional Approaches to Romani Language at 

the European Level. 

 

In 1993, the Council of Europe, in a parliamentary recommendation and the accompanying 

background report, took the position that the Roma/Gypsies, as a non-territorial, pan-European 

minority, should receive special support from the Council, above and beyond that given to 

other types of minority groups. The recommendation referred specifically to supporting the 

promotion and revival of Romani language, in several different ways (Recommendation 1203, 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 1993). 

This paper investigates the extent to which the Council of Europe, but also the EU and other 

European-level institutions, have followed through on this declaration with respect to Romani 

language. What kinds of actions has the Council taken to support Romani, and what has been 

the impact of those actions?  I will examine specific Council of Europe initiatives in the fields of 

education or language rights, as well the ways in which European institutions have tried (or not) 

to influence domestic policy towards Romani language in individual European states – in this 

case Slovakia, Croatia, and to a lesser extent Spain. 

I argue that through the case of Romani language, we can see the beliefs and priorities of 

organizations like the Council of Europe from a unique angle. These organizations make specific 

choices in how they choose to ‘help’ Romani language – choices which sometimes have much 

more to do with internal organizational norms and dynamics than with the demands or 

preferences of Roma communities themselves. 

 

Keywords: Romani Language; Council of Europe; European integration; minority language 

policy; language regimes 

 

Alexandra Parrs (American University in Brussels; University of Antwerp).  

Matriarchy and Bride Price: Dom Traditions or Media Creation? 

 

My paper focus on Egyptian Dom, also called Ghagar, and asks to what extend certain aspect of 

their identity is constructed in relation to media and cinematic representations of the group, 

particularly matriarchal features.  

 



I start with an analysis of how media discourse tends to construct Egyptian Ghagar as amoral 

criminals, conflictual opposites to an honest, moral society. News representations are based on 

dramatized pieces of information and description of the Ghagar, posing as ‘factual’ pieces that 

are more akin to storytelling and sensationalist discourse. Fragments of stories become the 

whole story, and the communities are reduced to a category of criminals and a category of 

matriarchally organized groups — or a feminized group. 

 

I then examine the characteristics that Ghagar I have interviewed use to differentiate 

themselves from non-Ghagar Egyptians. Interestingly, one area appears to be of special 

importance: matriarchal structures and marriage practices. Ghagars pride themselves on what 

they construct as different marriage practices, particularly the role given to women, sexual 

practices, and the distribution of labor within households, which vary strikingly from traditional 

Egyptian cultural and social practices, as well as from practices found in other Gypsy groups in 

Europe and some Middle Eastern countries. However, despite the proclaimed egalitarian 

gender structures, patriarchy remains very present. I ask whether narratives that actively 

proclaim ‘women power’ are trying to pervade traditional norms in order to create some sense 

of difference, or whether these narratives could be the result of an internalization of the 

representation constructed by outsiders, particularly the media, of Ghagar as a feminized 

group. 

 

Keywords: Gender, Dom, Media, Egypt, Stereotypes 

 

Isabel Pereira (Centro de Emprego e Formação Profissional de Entre Douro e Vouga, São João 

da Madeira, Portugal) and Olga Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto 

Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

"Nobody Gives Employment to Gypsies!": Gypsies and Formal Labor Market in Portugal. 

  

Portuguese Gypsies are accused for do not want to work and not want accept proposals of job 

or vocational training offered by formal employment entities. To understand the complexity of 

this situation we studied the public measures of employment and its applicability in the case of 

the Gypsies registered at the Employment and Vocational Training Centre of Entre Douro and 

Vouga (S. João da Madeira, Aveiro, Portugal). The aim of this study was to understand the 

relationship between employment policies, Gypsies and employers in Portugal. 

 

The formal status of “unemployed” has only recently been attributed to Gypsies in result of 

formal relation with public entities responsible for management of social and employment 

policies with mandatory of registration in the Employment Centres for all beneficiaries of Social 

Income Insertion. This “status” is experienced by those Gypsies with a certain resignation in a 

society that apparently cannot offer them feasible proposals which are possible to accomplish. 



In contemporary societies, professional qualifications and the level of education are essential to 

define your social status. What is the value of those who cannot enter the labour market, such 

as the Gypsies that, in general, have low level of schooling and professional training? 

 

This study is exploratory and qualitative, using semi-directive in-depth interviews made to 

different subjects: i) Gypsies registered in employment centre, in three municipalities; ii) 

technicians of the Employment Centre and iii) some representatives of employers. The results 

point to the fact that Gypsies not received any proposals of jobs and the vocational training 

proposals were insignificant. 

  

Keywords: Gypsies, Social Integration, Inequalities, Employment policies, Vocational Training. 

 

Daniel-Samuel Petrilă.  

The Suffix –(i)men in Tamashda (Pons Thomae) Romani. 

  

My research originates in the error made by the Romanian linguist Gheorghe Sarău in his 1998 

book entitled Rromii, India și limba rromani [‘Roma, India and the Romani Language’]. 

According to the aforementioned source, the suffix –(i)men is the outcome of a phonological 

process entitled nasalization. This process involves the transformation of the voiced/ voiceless 

bilabial stop (/b/p/) into a voiced bilabial nasal /m/. The example the aforementioned author 

provides is maxarimen, which he translates by ‘filth’ and is allegedly derived from the noun 

maxariben, the unaltered noun displaying a voiced variant of the abstract nominaliser –ipen. 

 

This article goes against Sarău’s theory, claiming that these lexemes ending in –(i)men are not 

abstract nouns, but adjectives or adverbs. As previously shown by linguists such as Matras 

(2002:51), the suffix –(i)men is not an abstract nominaliser, but a Greek suffix deriving 

xenoclitic participles. It is also aimed at showing its distribution in the dialect spoken by 

Linguraria and Caramidaria living in Tamashda village from Bihor county. Briefly, this 

Greek-derived suffix attaches to:  

  

- Hungarian loanwords: təgəšimen ‘cleaned’;  

- Romanian loanwords: either common lexicon such as rəgušimen ‘hoarse’, or regionalisms 

such as burd'imen ‘turned over’;  

- Greek loanwords: vort'imen ‘straightened’;  

- International lexicon: setimen ‘set’. 

  

The last part of the article shows that this Greek suffix infiltrated into inherited lexemes, 

leading to doublets such as vazdino/vazdimen having the same meaning (‘lifted’). 

  



Keywords: abstract nominaliser, Greek suffix, xenoclitic participles, distribution, loanwords. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tatiana Podolinská and Tomáš Hrustič  (Institute of Ethnology Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

Bratislava). 

Impacts of Religious Socialization of the Slovak Roma on Their Political Participation and 

Skills. 

 

An observation that religion has great impact on politics and vice versa seems to be self-evident 

and commonplace. The emphasis is normally put on the influence of religiously informed or 

performed moralities, political ideas and parties, as well as religious identity politics and we can 

find examples of this influence in various contexts all around the world. 

 

In our contribution we will provide examples of how capitalization of skills and moral credit 

gained through belonging to Romani religious (prevalently Evangelical and Charismatic) 

congregations is transformed and transferred into political capital and used for example in 

local election campaigns, in mobilization of voters and addressing concerns of Roma 

constituency. The most of the data on utilizing of religious capital by Romani leaders after 

their conversion is based on our multi-sited research in Slovakia (Podolinská, Hrustič 2011) 

and further research (Various short term researches supported by project VEGA nr. 2/0099/15 

Label “Roma” - its emic and etic reflections and social impact) and qualitative observations 

within participation at National Democratic Institute program focused on empowering Roma in 

political participation in Slovakia (2006 - 2017). The contribution will explain how religious 

socialization into Evangelical congregation and consequent active participation in hybrid 

(primary and secondary) social networks and familiarization in social group performance and 

formal code of communication is a starting point of accumulating new forms of symbolic capital 

and social skills and as such acts as a push factor for more pro-active engagement in local 

political scene. Nevertheless, in academic focus on processes of transformation of religious 

capital into political is worth to be taken into consideration also dynamic (processual) 

perspective, since sustainability of this form of symbolic capital depends strongly on individual 

trajectories of engaged actors in the contexts of conversion and elections. 
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Todd L. Price (Roma Bible Translation Team). 

To Bayash or Not to Bayash: The Influence of the Croatian Language in Bible Translation 

among Ardilean Bayash in Medjimurje, Croatia. 

  

Over the course of time, majority languages (also known as languages of wider communication 

or LWCs) have a tendency to encroach upon minority languages. In this paper, we will explore 

areas in which Bayash, as spoken in the Ardilean dialect in Medjimurje, Croatia, has given way 

to Croatian. This can be seen in a number of more mundane areas such as numbers and kinship 

terms, but also in religious terminology as well, including terms for the spirit world, terms used 

in moral instruction, and titles of religious offices and structures. These facts influence the 

current efforts to translate the Bible into the Ardilean dialect of Bayash where decisions must 

be made as to when Croatian loanwords will enjoy wider understandability among modern 

speakers than older Bayash words which are fading from contemporary usage. In addition to 

general observations about contemporary Bayash, this paper will document numerous, specific 

test cases for biblical terminology where current translators must wrestle with choices in their 

efforts to make a modern Bayash Bible which will be natural and acceptable for today's 

listeners. 

 

Keywords: Bayash, Bible translation, loan words, language contact, Croatian 

Svetlana Procop (Institute of Cultural Heritage, Chisinau, Moldova). 

Representations about the Romá Reflected in Russian Culture (the First Half of the XX 

Century). 

  

Representations about the Romá were formed from the time of their appearance in Russia and 

still remain relevant in Russian culture, especially in literature and painting. For us - inhabitants 

of  the XXI century, these representations are valuable information. Together with these ideas 

we get the descriptions of  traditions and customs, important anthropological and ethnological 

information. In order to get a real image of the events from the past, to recreate the history of 

the Romá people, besides of the pragmatic reflections of historians, it's usually needed the 

existence of the emotional demonstrations of writers and artists  which are opening the 

curtains to the past.  The interest in Russian society of the Gypsy in the XIX century was bound 

with a romantic perception of the Romá. Since the establishment of realistic trends in the XX 

century it starts to acquire different shapes.  The “Gypsy theme” developed in their works, in 

fact, formed established ideas about the gypsies. In the same time the images of Gypsies and 

scenes from Gypsy life became the focus of attention of many Russian artists. The first half of 

the last century brought with it realistic and even tragic evidence of the plight of the Roma. The 

expected result of our study is the reconstruction of the general picture of representations 

about the Romá, formed in the Russian society of the first half of the XX century.  



 

Keywords: gypsy, representations about Romá, Russian Culture, the first half of the XX century. 

 

 

 

 

Petar Radosavljevic. 

The Publications in Bayash Romanian in Croatia. 

 

The Bayash (Boyash), according to estimations, represent about three quarters of the total 

Roma minority in Croatia. Their mother tongue is Romanian, more precisely Dacoromanian 

dialectal varieties. There are three linguistic varieties of Bayash Romanian spoken in Croatia - 

Transylvanian, Baranja Muntenian and Ludari Muntenian. These varieties differ from each other 

and from Standard Romanian foremost in the field of phonology but also morphosyntax, and 

they are somewhat archaic in comparison to related dialects from Romania. The Bayash dialects 

also show other particularities due to the influence of the Croatian language and the resulting 

language contact. 

 

Although the Bayash are numerous in Croatia, due to several factors there haven't been many 

publications in these dialects until relatively recently, when they started appearing, however in 

a small number. Interestingly, a significant part of these publications are of religious character 

and a great part of them are appearing on-line. The aim of this paper is to analyze the 

publications in Bayash Romanian in Croatia, giving insight on the type of published material. 

Our special focus will be on the orthography question, which is especially interesting, since 

there is no generally accepted orthography and the Bayash Romanian varieties aren't 

standardized. Standard Romanian with its orthography is, on the other hand, regularly 

perceived as a similar, but foreign language, due to differences in phonology, grammar and 

vocabulary. 

 

Keywords: Bayash (Boyash) Romanian, Bayash Roma, Dacoromanian varieties, Bayash 

publications, Bayash orthography 

  

Eugenio Restrepo. 

Romani Cultural and Religious/Spiritual Beliefs and the Impact on Health that Fear of Death 

has on Gender and Age, among a Group of Southern Spain. 

 

The Romani cultural minority living in Spain has cultural values and beliefs, religious/spiritual 

expressions and a particular vision of death. The relationship between these aspects and health 

is unknown. A sample of 150 people responded to a socio-demographic questionnaire and 



well-being measures of religious/spiritual experience, paranormal beliefs and fear of death. 

Age, a negative sense of life, fear of the death of others, being a woman and having low 

paranormal beliefs have a negative impact on health. Results allow for extending the 

relationships found in the general population to the Romani population as well. The novelty is 

that, in the latter, paranormal beliefs protect against disease. Additionally, fear of the death of 

others, damages health more than fear of one’s own death. These results make sense in the 

context of the Romani culture and religion. 

 

Keywords: Fear of death, health spirituality, paranormal beliefs, women, Romani, Gypsy. 

 

Sueli Rocha-Rojas (Texas A&M University). 
The Chronicle of the Death of a Portuguese Cigano from the Point of View of Intermediality. 

 

This essay explores the concepts of intermediality as exemplified in a crime story on the death 

of a Portuguese Cigano (Romani), published in newspaper articles during November through 

December, in 1938. These news articles are comprised of media such as photographs, 

references to paintings, oral testimony, and text. The essay addresses different levels of 

analysis of the media within these articles, and discusses the in-betweenness – the media and 

the Intermedial process – wherein communication materializes. It proposes that the study of 

the in-betweenness of these news articles presents a space to redefine and/or (de)stabilize a 

construct of Roma cultural and social identity, communicated through mass media in the 

Iberian Peninsula. 

 

Keywords: Intermediality, Roma, Cigano, photography, Portugal, media, Iberian Peninsula. 

 

Raluca Bianca Roman (University of St Andrews). 

Transnational Connections: Pentecostalism, Evangelism and Roma-Led Religious 

Humanitarianism. 

  

Grounded in the spread of Evangelical Christianity among Roma across Europe and drawing on 

more than two years of fieldwork with Pentecostal Finnish Kaale, my paper focuses on the 

practice of transnational missionary work conducted by Western European Roma Evangelicals 

among Roma communities in Eastern Europe. Through this, my aim is to highlight the 

development of a Roma-led form of religious humanitarianism, one that is grounded in specific 

understandings of social, political and economic development and one that brings together 

individuals, congregations and religious organisations in a network of transnational 

connections. Furthermore, as an unwaged activity that occupies a central role in the social life 

of Pentecostal Kaale and engages within it diverse Roma communities coming into contact in 

the process of Evangelising, transnational missionary work becomes the starting point for 



broadening anthropological assumptions about Roma marginality and Roma grassroots activism 

in present-day Europe. Finally, by looking at how understandings of 'development' are being 

reshaped by believer Roma's new religious orientations in the world, my paper will consider the 

ways in which Evangelical (here, Pentecostal) belonging shapes engagement within specifically 

Roma Evangelical moral economies and, through that, enables our further understanding of 

transnational Roma mobilisation. 

 

Julieta Rotaru (Södertörn University, Stockholm). 

The Status of the Muslim Gypsies in Wallachia. 

  

In the Romanian historiography there is no study dedicated to the Muslim Gypsies in the 

Romanian Principalities, due to the scarcity of documents, and to the convenient skepticism of 

approximate considerations about the life of Gypsies in general, and in particular, about Muslim 

Gypsies in an Orthodox Christian country, where there was notorious intransigence against 

other religions. 

 

The historical conditions imposed on the Romanian monasteries the incapacity to have Muslim 

Gypsies as slaves, and the same attitude was transferred to the Romanian landlords. These 

realities have affected the extremely low number of Muslim Gypsies in the Romanian 

Principalities, as well as their position as state property. 

 

Our interpretations are limited to the analysis of three documents related to the Mohammedan 

Gypsies found so far in the Central National Historical Archives, Bucharest. An investigation 

against the Gypsy vataf Niţă sin Zamfir in September 1833, at the complaints of the Muslim 

Gypsies, generated a census of this group. It is the only document known so far that reveals the 

dimensions of this ethnic and religious group, counting 128 families, including 13 bachelors, 

from 8 subprefectures. Another document, from 1836, reveals the difficult situation of the 

Muslim Gypsies who did not have a religious leader to enforce their religious precepts, and 

perform their rituals, such as the circumcision (sunegit). Thus, a Turkish barber from the 

Danube fortress of Vidin went to Walachia and circumcised 70 children of Gypsies converted to 

Islam from the villages of Orbeasca, Vărăşti, Dobreni, Brăneşti. In the mahala Slobozia on the 

outskirts of Bucharest, he is known to have circumcised children of non-Mohammedan Gypsies 

as well. The case came to the attention of the Romanian police and it ended with the 

expatriation of the Turk. 

 

Keywords: Muslim Gypsies, Gypsies in Walachia, slaves as State property, Romanian Orthodox 

Church, Muslim circumcision in Wallachia (sunegit). 

  

Rumyan Russinov. 



Hate Speech against Roma in Bulgaria after 1990: Constructing an Enemy. 

 

On basis of analysis of mass media and documents in my presentation I will discuss the 

phenomenon of hate speech against Roma in Bulgaria in the period after 1990. 

 

The main goal of the presentation is to illustrate key characteristics of the problem of hate 

speech against the Roma as well as to analyze the driving forces behind it. I will provide 

evidence for the hypothesis that hate speech against Roma is much less the result of 

spontaneous negative attitudes in society than it is an instrument of the ruling elites to absolve 

themselves from responsibility for government failures during the transition period by diverting 

public discontent from the social, economic, demographic and other problems. 

 

My research reveals that since 1991 Roma have been a constant target of a steadily rising tide 

of hate speech in the public space which is practically controlled, in one extent or another, 

during the entire period, by the political and economic elites. The change of the prism towards 

this minority which had not been publicly targeted with negative campaigns prior to that 

moment, was not gradual, it happened overnight. This sudden shift was evident across the 

entire field of media output, rather than just the work of individual authors or publications. It 

was evident that approaches to the Roma theme were the result of coordinated planning rather 

than a spontaneous media reaction to social realities.  

 

I will review the main manifestations and characteristics of anti-Roma hate speech such as the 

purposeful amplification of the negative collective image of the Roma as a people prone to 

crime and the coining of the term “Gypsy criminality”. Then I will discuss how anti-Roma 

rhetoric was exploited by politicians, authorities and other public figures to build a political 

capital. My analysis of the roots of hate speech against Roma seeks evidence for the hypothesis 

that against the background of the shocking proportions of social decay, acknowledged even by 

officials, the ruling class, who also controls the media would encourage diversion of public 

attention from the problems of the day and would seek to vent public tensions by channeling 

public discontent towards weaker groups in society. 

 

Keywords: Roma, hate speech, media, stereotypes, distraction of public attention 

 

Sheila Salo. 

Rom Immigration to Latin America in the 1880s. 

 

The immigration of Rom coppersmiths to Latin America in the early 1880s has been little 

studied. Vital records, passenger lists, and news accounts allow us to explore more fully the 



history of that migration. The paper will also discuss its European antecedents and point to 

opportunities for further research. 

 

Keywords: Rom, history, migration, Latin America 

 

 

 

 

Douglas Neander Sambati (Charles University, Prague). 

The Political Relabelling of the Concept of “Roma” and Its Instrumentalness. 

  

This presentation debates about the concept of “Roma” as it appears in Romani and 

Roma-friendly activists/scholars’ discourses. To do so, I rely on academic production on 

Gypsies/Roma, as well as on semi-formal conversations that I carried out during a research trip 

in September of 2016. The concept of “Roma” was politically carved back in the 1970s. The 

World Romani Congress (1971) attendees reached the conclusion that the word Gypsy, used by 

most of the non-Gypsies/Roma and big part of Gypsies/Roma, was loaded with negative 

connotations. As it was not a word deriving from the Romani language, the Romani 

intelligentsia and activists deemed “Roma” a more accurate concept and more adequate to 

represent these plural populations. Historically and linguistically, according to Hancock (2005), 

the word Rom meant “married Romani male”. He also attested that this word acquired 

different meanings and uses by the different Gypsy/Romani populations in Europe, including 

the ethnic-national denomination. Notwithstanding, from the 1970s onwards it might be said 

that the Romani Social Movements seems to operate with this word less in an ethno-historical 

sense and more with political meaning. Rom/Roma no longer means only a married man or a 

cultural identity, but it is being used to represent a group of people who wants political 

recognition and self-determination. My paper concludes that the ethnic-national rhetoric 

attached to the concept of “Roma” might have grown stronger because of its connection to the 

fight against the Anti-Gypsyism – the specific violence against people known as, ascribed or 

self-denominated Gypsies/Roma – than to some cultural aspects. 
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Milan Samko (Constantine the Philosopher University, Nitra, Slovakia). 

Romani-Slovak Bilingualism of First Grade Roma Children. 

 

The subject-matter of the contribution involves the issue of the Romani-Slovak bilingualism of 

pupils of the first year of school attendance having Romani as their mother tongue, 

differentiated according to the types of settlements they inhabit, namely: Type A – rural and 

urban concentrations, Type B – settlements located on the outskirts of the village/town and 

Type C – settlements which are spatially distant or separated by a natural or man-made barrier. 

The total number of the children involved in the study is 60:  Type A (N=20), Type B (N=20) and 

Type C (N=20) The children were tested with Heidelberg Language Development Test’s subtest 

Creation of sentences (Grimmová a kol., 1997) in Romani (L1) and in Slovak (L2). 

 

The contribution analyses the questions of relations and connections between linguistic 

competence in Romani as a mother tongue and linguistic competence in Slovak as a second 

language with the differentiation of speakers according to the aforementioned type of 

concentration in two observations, namely a test at the beginning and a post-test at the end of 

the first year of school attendance. The research question is, How significant are the differences 

among speakers of Romani as a mother tongue coming from the Type A concentration, Type B 

concentration and Type C concentration in respect of relation between  linguistic competence 

in Romani and linguistic competence in Slovak, namely: (1) at the beginning of the first year of 

school attendance – the first observation; (2) at the end of the first year of school attendance – 

the second observation; and (3) according to the changes observed within the scope of the first 

and second observations? The contribution is based on linguistic field research, the corpus of 

linguistic and metalinguistic products with the aim of analysing the given questions. 



 

Keywords: Romany, Slovak, bilingualism, linguistic competence, type of concentration, first year 

of school attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

Gheorghe Sarău (University of Bucharest). 

The Teaching and Learning of the Rromani Language in Romania 

O siklǎripen vi o siklǒvipen e rromane ćhibǎqo e Rumuniaθe 

 

In 1990, the registers were showing that only 50 Roma students had 3 classes per week 

for studying the Romany language. These were students of pedagogical high schools and they 

were preparing to be school teachers. Nowadays, over 31,000 pre-school children, school and 

high-school students study the Romany language about 3-4 hours weekly or have their full 

studies in Romany language (annually, about 10% of the number of pre-school children, school 

and high-school students). 

 

As a percentage, reported to the total number of 3.2 million Romanian citizens of pre-school 

children, pupils and young people, the percentage of those who assumed freely their Roma 

identity is situated between 8.23% and 8.13%. 

 

Aside from the large number of Roma human resources that ensure the teaching of Romany 

language (between 420 – 460 teachers of Romany language and/or teachers of Romany 

people’s history and traditions), Romania also has all the work instruments that are necessary 

for studying this language. We are talking about the school programs for kindergarten, 

elementary and middle school and high-school, about the schoolbooks for first to twelfth 

grades, and other auxiliary books; there are also written support courses for university studies, 

used where this language is studied (the Romany language and literature Department, from 

1992 to present, at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures - the University of 

Bucharest, and the pedagogy of elementary and pre-school education department of the “Long 

Distance Education Department CREDIS” – also at the University of Bucharest, from 2000 to 

2012, and at a similar department of the latter, a department that belongs to the University of 

“Babes – Bolyai” in Cluj Napoca, from 2008 to 2012. 

 

Viktor Shapoval (Moscow City University). 
Linguistic Terms in Romani: Comparing Decisions. 

 



Linguistic terms form an important part of knowledge about the language structure. Any 

standard language need some rules to balance dialect differences. This process starts in the 

school grammar and in particular from the parts of speech. The first project we know was the 

Soviet Romani project of 1925-1938. It is natural that (partial) calques were very popular in it. 

E.g., the term for ‘noun’ was lav-khariben ‘word-call’ (Kuz'min 1932) or kharibnytko (lav) ‘calling 

word’ (Ventsel' 3 1932). One can see that different versions of one term were in use 

simultaneously. This project hardly influenced the later ones. Czech version of Romani 

terminology has o šerutno lav for ‘noun’ (Nástin 1998), it means ‘chief/main word’ and 

mirrored the Czech term podstatné jméno. Macedonian Romani project has anav-jor-o for 

‘noun’, it literally means ‘<a small> name (dim.)’ and is equal to the Macedonian imen-k-a 

(Kepeski 1980). Serbian Romani project has the peculiar term anav-n-i for ‘noun’, which literally 

means ‘<a wife of a> name (+dim.)’ and carefully reflected the Serbian imen-ic-a (Haliti 2011), 

etc. On the one hand, we can conclude that every project grows on its very narrow national 

ground with practically invisible influence of previous similar initiatives. On the other hand, the 

problems face any Romani project in this area look very similar. So, nobody knows why that 

very useful experience of previous projects has very likely lost without traces. 

 

Keywords: standard Romani, linguistic terms, calques. 

 

Biljana Sikimić (Institute for Balkan Studies of SASA, Belgrade). 

Labor Migrations of the Bayash in Ex-Yugoslavia. 

  

On the basis of long-term fieldwork, it was possible to distinguish several directions of Bayash 

labor migrations in socialist Yugoslavia until the 1970s, when Bayash began massive irreversible 

migration to the countries of Western Europe, above all Austria and Germany. Three major 

trade routes were analyzed: all of them crossed the borders of the former Yugoslav republics 

and today’s independent states. First, the direction of labour migration of the Banat Bayash 

(settlement Uljma) was towards the Adriatic Sea during the tourist season, where they were 

selling various souvenirs, mostly carved of wood. Second, the Bayash from the settlements of 

central Serbia (around the town of Jagodina) migrated with their wood products practically 

across the entire Yugoslavia. The third analyzed direction of labor migration ranged from the 

Bayash settlements near the city of Kraljevo and led to the south, all the way to Montenegro, 

more precisely to the city of Podgorica, while the return to Kraljevo went another way - via 

Metohija. On that trip, the Bayash used to buy raw wool from the peasants, to wash it and 

prepare it for further sale in the area of Podgorica. They were housed in caves on the river 

Ribnica and the sale of processed took place at the market of the town of Peja/Peć, where they 

bought goods (handmade knives) for the next round of sales. The paper will also attempt to 

reconstruct female labor migrations, of a local character, as women used to sell the spindles 

they carved. 



  

Key words: Bayash,  labor migrations, socialism, Yugoslavia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol Silverman (University of  Oregon). 

From Reflexivity to Collaboration to Advocacy: Changing Roles of a Non-Romani 

Scholar/Activist/Performer. 

 

Recently, scholars have begun to investigate who produces knowledge about Roma and with 

what agendas. I extend this inquiry to ask how a non-Romani ally/researcher’s reflexivity can 

contribute to analyzing the production and use of knowledge in Romani Studies? I examine 

various roles I have inhabited and forms of scholarship I have produced, both successful and 

unsuccessful, during my long involvement in Romani studies of culture to reveal how and why I 

represented Roma, and what uses this scholarship served. 

 

Good scholarship coupled with robust collaboration and activism can only emerge when 

researchers honestly account for their positionality. Calling for a “reflexive turn” in Romani 

Studies, I note that while self-examination of knowledge production is useful for all researchers, 

for non-Roma it is mandatory because historically non-Roma have held more authority. I 

specifically take up Matache’s plea to non-Romani scholars to “employ genuine scholarly 

reflexivity” and to “involve Roma as equal partners in Roma-related research” (2017). 

Embracing “critical whiteness” theory, I examine my own privileged scholarly claims and roles. I 

trace my trajectory from naïve student documenting gender, work, and belief among 1970s 

American Kalderash, through politicization in 1980s socialist Bulgaria, to involvement in 

transnational migration, to working with US Roma-led NGO Voice of Roma, to serving as a 

witness in legal cases. I examine several crises, such as balancing essentialism with advocacy, 

respectfully presenting Romani music, and combining diplomacy with activism to illustrate 

dilemmas of representation that I have faced and the responses I crafted. 

 

Keywords: Reflexivity, Collaboration, Advocacy, Methodology 

 

Daniel Skobla and Richard Filcak (Slovak Academy of Science). 

Towards Racialized Workfare. ‘Labor Activation’ and Roma in Slovakia. 

 



This paper critically assesses social practices associated with ‘labour activation’ and the 

positioning of vulnerable Roma in the system of social assistance in Slovakia. Based on the 

statistical evidence and the findings from ethnographic field research it is argued that so called 

‘mandatory activation’, introduced with the 2014 social system reform, proved uncertain in its 

results and failed to reach its target -   that is integration of the long-term unemployed into the 

labour market. Only rarely, after participating in labour activation, people find standard jobs, 

especially in eastern Slovakian regions with a high concentration of poverty. The paper further 

suggests that ‘mandatory activation’ as a precondition for payment of basic social benefits, 

increased inequalities and became a way of disciplining and punishing the poor. Moreover, 

‘mandatory activation’ has become considerably racialized since Roma have become the 

predominant targets and victims of the reform. While non-Roma clients in the social assistance 

system either exited the system, or have been allowed to choose alternative strategies, which 

made them eligible for basic social benefits (such as sick leave, or enrolment in education and 

training) or worked indoor, visible and stigmatizing outdoor menial activation works continued 

mostly with local Roma. 

 

Keywords: social assistance, workfare, labour activation, Roma, Slovakia 

Magdalena Slavkova (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) 

School Experiences of the Gypsy Return Migrant Children and Refugee Children (The Case of 

Bulgaria)  

   

This paper deals with specific school experiences of the Gypsy return migrant children. 

Ethnographic fieldwork results and analysis of normative documents of the Bulgarian state are 

employed, aiming to compare the case of Gypsy pupils with that of the children of refugees 

from the Middle East. The research among Rudari, Xoraxane Roma, Gypsies with Turkish 

preferred identity and Erlii families who returned from Spain, Greece, Germany and the UK was 

conducted in 2017 and 2018. The study among refugee children (from Afghanistan who live in 

the Kharmanli refugee camp in South Bulgaria) was conducted in January 2018. The paper aims 

to make a distinction between problem definitions of school staff, parents and children as well 

as it focuses on possible social and cultural interactions between Gypsy and refugee children 

enrolled in the Bulgarian school. 

 

Bearing in mind different normative documents of the Bulgarian state, two main approaches 

towards Gypsy migrant pupils (labeled as “Roma”) are implemented. In the first case, the 

approach towards Roma migrant children is mainstream, the same as to all other Bulgarian 

citizens who have lived abroad for different periods of time. According to the documents, the 



pupils are included in the group of “children of the Bulgarian citizens living abroad” and they 

are not considered different from other students. In the second case, a special (targeting) 

approach is adopted for refugee children from the Middle East and Roma children from 

Bulgaria. Both are included in the same group of “vulnerable students” assuming that do not 

have a good command of Bulgarian and are at risk of social exclusion and have difficulties with 

their adaptation. 

 

Keywords: Gypsy/Roma students, refugee children, education, social and cultural interactions 

 

Annemarie Sorescu-Marinković (Institute for Balkan Studies, Belgrade). 

The Bayash in Europe: An Attempt at Mapping. 

 

Much has been written about the Bayash in the last 20 years, in different fields of knowledge:                 

linguistic, ethnological, anthropological papers about specific Bayash groups have been penned,           

and attempts to provide an overarching definition of this community have been made in              

different countries. However, even if Bayash studies are flourishing, the discipline is plagued by              

the lack of shared knowledge among scholars about these dispersed groups.  

 

To bridge this gap, researchers need to know exactly where the Bayash communities in Europe               

are located and what defines each of them today, apart from the common language. The aim of                 

this paper is to present and argue for the importance of mapping Europe’s Bayash              

communities. As these groups form a trans-border continuum, such a map would be a useful               

tool for everybody involved in Bayash studies. 

 

The paper will also argue about the elements which may and should be mapped. Apart from                

the localization of communities of different sizes, all of which speak Romanian as their mother               

tongue (or Romanian Bayash, as it has been recently labeled), the different names under which               

they are known (Beas, Bajasi, Karavlasi, Rudari, Lingurari etc.) are also to be mapped. As the                

Bayash are not a homogenous community, the specific knowledge characteristic of each group             

(spoon carving, brick making, the ritual of gurban etc.) is another important element. This calls               

for tracing the intangible cultural heritage of the Bayash, for which attempts at preserving have               

yet to be established. 

  

Keywords: Romani studies, Bayash, intangible cultural heritage, mapping, Europe 

 

Eija Stark (University of Helsinki). 

Stories of Education and Welfare: The Finnish Roma in Making of the National Narratives. 

 



When Finland became independent in 1917, the constitution guaranteed in everyone, the 

majority as well as the Finnish Roma, equal citizenship rights. The nation-state managed to 

create a widely shared sentiment among all groups of the population and, therefore, a specific 

characteristic of the Finnish Roma have been their strong cultural identity as Roma combined 

with an emphatic sense of themselves as Finns; a common identity, thus, also focused on the 

nation-state. The Roma in Finland thus share a history and many national myths with the 

majority population. One of the projects that reflected a shared understanding of what the 

nation consists of, was the oral history project of the Finnish Roma, that was carried out 

1998-1999. The primary effort was to document the Finnish Roma culture in its own words: not 

only informants but also the interviewers and transcribers were Roma themselves. Although 

the Finnish Roma have historically suffered from low level of education and extreme poverty, 

surprisingly the 'gypsy narratives', i.e. oral histories represented to a notable and 

unprecedented degree the length and breadth of the Finnish welfare- and education-state. In 

my presentation I examine these 'education-stories' as the shared Finnish national narratives 

told by the Finnish Roma. 

 

Stephan Steiner (Sigmund Freud University, Vienna). 

The Enemy Within. "Gypsies" as Spies And Traitors. 

 

When "Gypsies" first arrived in Central and Western Europe, the immediate reactions were 

twofold. Either they were treated as pilgrims in need or as an annoyance to public security. The 

majority population opted for either helping or banishing them. But however lenient or harsh 

these schemes turned out in the end, they always provided at least some room for Gipsy 

agency. 

 

With the advance of the Ottomans, Gypsies were confronted with a totally new, unexpected 

and life-endangering assumption. They were accused of being spies, originally coming from the 

land of the "Turks" and allegedly updating the "archenemy" with military secrets of the 

Christian armies. Although being highly implausible, these allegations fundamentally changed 

the status of Gypsies in early modern societies. From this point on, one edict after the other 

justified severe persecution and an outlaw status of Gypsies. 

 

Gypsies, now seen as traitors, became enemies within. The assigned status as radical outsiders 

together with the majority population's fear of uncanny "strangers" turned them into flip-flop 

characters, which at one's discretion could be seen as internal or as external threat. Internal, as 

they were in the country already, external, as they were viewed as merely the extension of a 

potential foreign invader. 

 



My paper will, on a normative as well as on a descriptive level, trace back the allegation of 

Gypsies as spies. The legal framework will be reconstructed by analyzing mandates published by 

the state authorities; concrete actions will be examined by archival sources from the context of 

various so-called "gypsy hunts". 

 

Keywords: espionage, early modern period, Holy Roman Empire, Ottoman Empire, Gypsy hunts 

 

 

 

 

Plamena Stoyanova (Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum - 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). 

The Media Image of "Roma" in Bulgaria in the Context of the Flood Disaster in Asparuhovo. 

 

One of the most dramatic recent floods in Bulgaria happened in the Asparuhovo district in 

Varna in 2014. It caused the deaths of many people and sparked a great deal across the 

country. Many questions and accusations were raised, but also many volunteers helped 

restoration of the neighborhood as much as it was possible.The disaster was widely reported in 

the Bulgarian media, and as a result create a specific image of the victims  - mainly Roma, who 

live in the Bulgarian - Roma neighborhood of Asparuhovo.  

 

The main goal of the current report is to analyse the role of the media in building the image of 

Roma people among the rest of the Bulgarian society, in the contexts of natural disaster.  

Were the residents of the neighborhood responsible of their misfortune and what was the 

influence of the media in judgmental attitude among the ethnic Bulgarians? Has the most 

important questions been answered and what are the consequences of the media coverage of 

the disaster? These are just some of the issues that this report will try to answer. 

 

Keywords: natural disaster, flood, Asparuhovo, civil solidarity, victims. 

 

Yasuko Takezawa (Kyoto University). 

Jews, “Gypsies,” and Kawaramono in Pre-modern Times: Some Parallel Patterns of 

Racialization? 

 

This paper examines the question of parallel patterns of oppression and racialization in the 

social conditions experienced by three geographically remote groups in middle ages: Jews of 

Spain, “Gypsies,” of Romania, and Kawaramono (most of whom later became Burakumin) of 

Japan. I argue that racialization of these three may have already begun before the period of 

European colonization. The parallel patterns observed among these three groups include: 



discourse surrounding their origins; perception as polluted and prohibition of intermarriage; 

history as non-sedentary or late comers in predominantly agrarian societies; “monopolization” 

of economic activities due to social exclusion; ambiguous relationship with the ruling class and 

the discourses of “privileges.” 

 

The examination of these parallel patterns may contribute, in a small way, to understanding 

global trends of the backlash against minority groups associated with the mythical discourses of 

“privileges” and the racism facing us all in the 21st century. 

 

Keywords: "Gypsy," Kawaramono, Jew, medieval, racialization 

Kemal Vural Tarlan. 

Discrimination, Isolation and Social Exclusion: Syrian Dom Asylum Seekers in the Crossfire. 

 

The Dom are composed of peripatetic communities whose roots are based in India and who are 

named by Middle Eastern Societies as Nawar, Gypsy, Zott, Ghajar, Bareke, Gaodari, Krismal, 

Qarabana, Karaçi, Abdal, Ashiret, Qurbet, Mitrip, Gewende, Dom, Tanjirliyah, Haddadin, Haciye, 

Albaniant, Halebi, Haramshe and Kaoli. In our day Dom communities live almost in all countries 

such as Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Palestine, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 

and United Arab Emirates. 

 

Dom communities are from the peripatetic communities living with the other public in the 

Middle Eastern Region Peripatetic communities are nomadic-semi nomadic communities who 

produce work tools for the public they live among and most of the time they become the 

bearer of oral and musical cultures. 

 

The civil war and processes of conflict in Syria entered its 6th year during which almost 12 

million Syrians had to leave their homes. All ethnic groups and religious minorities living in Syria 

are having “hard times” during the civil war. 

 

The environment of war, conflict and violence continuing in the Middle East for many years led 

to the displacement of the Dom society. The recent civil war and periods of conflict in this 

region exposed the Dom living in the Middle East to violence and forced migration even though 

they did not take a part in the war. The conflict environment experienced especially in Syria led 

the Dom living in this country to take shelter in neighboring countries. The Dom who took 

refuge in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Turkey suffer from discrimination and exclusion. During the 

recent years, the conflicted political and social life, civil war and general conflicts in the Middle 

East started to make the lives of these people difficult day by day. 

 



Keywords: Dom, Gypsies, Roma, Syria, refugees, Migration, Asylum Seekers, Discrimination, 

Isolation, Social Exclusion 

 

Stefánia Toma (Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities). 

The Health Mediators in Romania – An Assessment of the Context and of the Needs. 

  

In this article we present the context in which health mediators in Romania provide services for 

the Roma communities. First, we highlight some characteristics of the socio-economic context 

by comparing those localities where there is and where is no health mediation service. After 

that, based on the assessment of their responsibilities, needs and challenges encountered, we 

put the question if there is a need of the reconfiguration of their role in the community. Data 

used in this article are the results of a project having several methodologically different 

components, combining statistical surveys and qualitative community studies. In this article we 

focus primarily on the results of two survey components of the SocioRoMap project, namely 

the component on Social Workers employed by the mayor’s offices and the Health Mediator 

component. 

 

Keywords: health mediator, needs assessment, Roma, Romania 

 

Marcos Toyansk (University of São Paulo). 

Of Things We Hear: Sounds of Political and Spatial Imagination. 

 

This paper aims to describe some political and spatial imagination expressed by Romanies in 

Brazil by music and religious speeches in both religious and secular spaces. Still considered by 

many as apolitical foreign intruders living in a very assimilationist society, some Roma have 

performed music to integrated themselves. 

 

In the last years, Brazil is experiencing a political turmoil and a moment of uncertainty 

characterised by a domestic political dispute and a re-positioning of the country in world. 

Politics is increasingly present in people's daily lives. How are Roma operating in such 

atmosphere? What kind of political and spatial thoughts and elements are identified in music 

and speeches during Romani gatherings and public presentations? Are the repertoire choices of 

Romani musicians influenced by such a political debate? Music has reached deep into social 

imaginaries to code the world and,like others, Romanies are using the songs to make sense of 

the world and to make sense of what is happening around them. 

 

Ciprian Tudor (ICCV, Romanian Academy; SNSPA). 

Intercultural Education by Ethical/Esthetical Immersion. 

 



Intercultural education, as processes of increasing critical public awareness about the Romani 

genocides and their aftermath, represents a moral necessity and, at the same time, a significant 

challenge for Eastern Europe, and especially for Romania – a European country with a very 

large minority Roma population. 

 

Leaving aside those actions that the educational system could and should take in this regard 

(including Roma genocide studies in the curriculum), my presentation will address other means 

of Intercultural education targeted at the overall Romanian population (the ethnic majority), 

especially at the adults. I will discuss documentary filmmaking and political theatre as means of 

information and intercultural dialogue. I will focus on ways to improve public and free 

screenings of documentary films with historical information about Roma genocide in WWII in 

Romania, as well as on enhancing public access to the Giuvlipen Roma theater shows in 

Bucharest. 

 

I will also address practical and financially efficient modalities of bringing films and recorded 

theater plays to the Romanian audience, free of charge, without violating the copyright and 

intellectual property rights (with the support of the state, by using TVR public television, 

state-owned cinema and theater halls, as well as YouTube). 

 

Keywords: Romani Studies, Film Studies, Cultural Studies, Anthropology 

 

Violeta Vajda (University of Sussex and Institute of Development Studies), Lucie Fremlova 

(Central European University), and Jekaterina Dunajeva (Pazmany Peter Catholic University, 

Hungary). 

Beyond Scientific Objectivity in Romani Studies. 

 

Who produces what kind of knowledge(s)? How are these knowledges disseminated, 

transformed and maintained, by and to whom? And what kinds of worlds are thus constituted? 

This paper proposes to enquire into questions of understanding, legitimate knowledge 

production, the role of researcher and effects of research in Romani Studies. We also ask what 

are the responsibilities of the knowledge producer vis-à- vis social realities that may affect the 

field of knowledge. 

 

We go back to philosophical hermeneutics, concepts of power and feminist queer 

methodologies to show that understanding in social sciences has been unduly influenced by 

ways of knowing that arise from the natural sciences, leading to, for example, positivist social 

sciences. From this vantage point, we argue that what is sometimes portrayed in Romani 

Studies as scientific objectivity is often beholden to the historical emergence of the field which 

inherently ignores the positionality of the researcher, and with it, the background, prejudice 



and degree of power brought by those participating in knowledge production. Thus, instead of 

the social and cultural normative orthodoxy that has dominated the field, we propose to move 

towards the recognition of a multiplicity of voices, especially those that are disruptive to the 

status quo and can breathe new life into our scholarship. 

 

We show how these voices, even the most politically engaged, can stand the test of (human) 

scientific accuracy or integrity, while at the same time challenging ingrained patterns of 

domination such as white normativity, heteronormativity, cis-normativity or male normativity. 

In particular, using this framework, we ask two main questions: is an academic only concerned 

with finding and interpreting data (while staying ethical) or given the inequalities and unjust 

treatment of the group studied, a certain activist role is unavoidable? And what specific 

knowledge can ethnography-informed queer intersectional methodologies bring to Romani 

Studies? 

 

Keywords: knowledge production; critical whiteness; queer theories; hermeneutics; power; 

intersectionality; activism. 

 

Danijel Vojak (Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, Zagreb, Croatia). 

May 19, 1942 -  The Day When the Roma were Deported to Jasenovac Camp or from the 

History of Persecution of Roma in Independent State of Croatia.  

 

The Roma population had lived in Croatian areas since the second half of 13th Century and their 

coexistence with the Croatian population was mostly marked by conflicts and assimilation 

attempts by Croatian authorities. Such an assimilation process has been particularly evident 

since the 18th Century in the context of the reform policy of Maria Theresia and Joseph II. The 

negative perception of the Romani population as criminals (thieves, swindlers, child-snatchers) 

and people living on the margins of society has a long tradition among the Croatian populace. 

This repressive policy by Croatian authorities was often called “Gypsy question” and had its 

culmination during the Second World War. In beginning of the April 1941 pro-fascist Ustashas 

violently took over the power of Croatian with support of the Nazi Germany and fascist Italy. 

Several weeks after seeing power in Croatia, Ustasha authorities had enacted racial laws which 

that Roma considerably restrict civil rights and lose state protection. The Ustasha authorities 

then consider the need for comprehensive colonization of Roma but the state of war prevented 

the plans of colonization, and so the Ustaše authorities opted for a genocidal solution. 

Extensive and organized prosecution of the Roma in Independent State of Croatia began with a 

circular of the Ministry of Interior and a decree of the Ustaše Supervisory Service in May 19, 

1942 on the rounding up of all Roma, which was supported by the Directorate for Public Order 

and Security. Then the Ustasha authorities determined the deportation of Roma from all parts 

of the Independent State of Croatia to the Jasenovac concentration camp. The presentation will 



focus on the analysis of the implementation of the deportation of Roma, while specifically 

addressing the issue of deportation, Roma resistance to it and the consequences of its 

implementation. 

  

Keywords: Roma, Independent State of Croatia, deportation, Jasenovac camp. 

 

Melody J. Wachsmuth (Oxford Centre for Mission Studies). 

Counter-Storytelling in Croatia: Roma Oral History Accounts during the 1990s War. 

  

In Croatia, Roma groups have been vastly under-researched; as many studies are sociological or 

pedagogical in nature, the gaps of historical and ethnological studies are numerous. One 

specific lacuna in recent Croatian history is the experience of old-Romanian speaking 

communities in Baranja during what Croatians refer to as the Homeland War (Domovinski Rat) 

from 1991-1995. The lack of research created a general sentiment among Croatians, developed 

from previously held opinions or anecdotal stories, which holds that either all Roma ‘left before 

the first shot’ and became asylum seekers in Western Europe, or joined the Serbian side due to 

their Orthodox leanings, or took advantage of the war to loot and commit crimes. Taking recent 

oral history accounts from individuals in Baranja, the narratives will be set in the larger context 

of the war, contrasting images of the Roma in popular memory and media representation and 

their own narrated experience. This oral history will aim to contribute to a more heterogeneous 

history of the Roma experience in Baranja during the war.  

 

This paper will first discuss the complicated identity nexus in which these old 

Romanian-speaking groups in Baranja groups navigate, ultimately referring to them in the 

paper as Roma in deference to their own self-labeling. The paper will then summarize their 

experience pre-war in the larger context of Yugoslavia in general.  Following, the paper will 

select general themes emerging from the narratives, reflecting on them in relationship to 

documented historical events. Finally, the paper will draw some general conclusions, focusing 

on identity navigation during and after the war, post-war changes to their way of life, and 

changes to relationships with the majority populations as a result of the war.  

 

Keywords: Croatia, war, oral history, identity 

  

Marius Wamsiedel (Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, Suzhou, China). 

Accomplishing Racism: An Ethnographic Study of ED Triage Work. 

  

The discrimination of Roma has been widely acknowledged by academics, policy makers, and 

civil society activists alike. Compelling evidence indicates that, throughout the continent, Roma 

fare worse than the general population in terms of health status, education, employment, and 



quality of life, and experience a wide array of discriminatory practices ranging from racial 

profiling by the police to segregation in maternity wards to disproportionate exposure to 

environmental risks. Nevertheless, there is still a dearth of scholarship on the day-to-day 

production of ethnic exclusion and the covert forms of anti-Roma racism. My paper addresses 

this gap by documenting the interactional process through which Roma exclusion is practically 

accomplished at emergency departments (EDs) in Romania. 

 

Based on 6 months of ethnographic fieldwork conducted at the ED of two public hospitals in 

Romania, the study unveils the subtle, covert forms of social exclusion to which Roma patients 

fell victim in health care settings. In doing so, it examines the structural conditions that 

influence triage practices, triage workers’ definition of the situation and interpretation of their 

role, staff-devised typifications of ‘problem patients,’ and the interactional negotiation of 

access to emergency care. 

 

The study is of both practical and theoretical interest. By unveiling subtle forms of 

discrimination that have been ignored by the public agenda, it permits a better calibration of 

social inclusion efforts. Theoretically, the paper breaks with the structural explanations of 

racism and the conventional representation of Roma as passive victims of discrimination in 

interaction with street-level bureaucrats.  

 

Keywords: Roma, healthcare, ED, social exclusion, discrimination, interactionism 

 

Masako Watabe (Sorbonne University, Paris). 

Diversity and Unity – The NooJ Polylectal Module for Rromani. 

 

Minority languages such as Rromani often do not have coherent IT tools until now. In the case 

of Rromani, local variants are called vernaculars, while the dialects are not necessarily 

place-related. However, such divergences do not hinder mutual comprehension between good 

speakers of Rromani. Therefore, the development of polylectal (i.e. including various dialects) 

tools is required for the entire Rromani speakers. 

 

"NooJ" is a computational system as an automatic language processing with which we can 

maintain large-coverage lexical resources, as well as morphological and syntactic grammars, 

and parse corpora in real time. The NooJ module for Rromani encompasses all four dialects of 

the Rromani. Interdialectal variants and its dialect properties are programmed in this system. 

NooJ users can see dialectal annotations at the lexical and morphosyntactic level and could 

instinctively realize the similarity and several correspondences between different dialects of 

Rromani. NooJ users would immerse themselves in the dialectal diversity and similarity of the 



Rromani language at the same time, in fact, that reflects the intercommunication between 

Rromani speakers of different dialects. 

 

The NooJ module for Rromani could be used as linguistic resources to develop various IT tools 

such as electronic dictionaries, spell-checkers and didactic materials. 

This paper is aimed at introducing a polylectal IT tool for Rromani that would be indispensable 

for the entire Rromani speakers in this modern world. Polylectal tools could justify the 

inseparable unity of the Rromani language while preserving diversity as a cultural heritage. 

 

Keywords: Rromani language, NooJ, dialectology, polylectal, automatic language processing. 

 

 

Karin White (Institute of Technology Sligo, Ireland), Siobhan McLoughlin, and Ann Friel 

Irish Travellers: Community Participation in Primary Health Care 

 

Irish Travellers are an indigenous minority ethnic group in Ireland who have a distinct shared 

culture including language, history and traditions and have been credited with being ‘a 

pioneering example of cultural coherence (Okely, 1997). However, Irish Travellers also have 

a long history of experiences of discrimination, exclusion and disadvantage in Irish society. 

In 2010, Donegal Travellers Project participated in the All Ireland Traveller Health Study, a 

participatory research project. The study counted over 40 000 Irish Travellers in the 

Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. They experienced an unemployment rate of 84%, 

with 18.6% in need of appropriate accommodation provision. Many families were without 

access to running water and the child mortality rate was 3.5 times higher than among the 

majority culture, while the suicide rate among Travellers was found to be seven times higher 

than the national average. Finally, almost 40% of 30 to 40 year old Travellers had primary 

education only. Recognising the complexity of the issues impacting on the Traveller 

community and the need for action to address the inequalities and the issues faced by 

Travellers, Donegal Travellers Project identified a series of actions based on Traveller self- 

representation, leadership and management. The use of a community development and 

rights-based approach succeeded in engaging a marginalised community in working 

collectively in identifying Traveller needs, creating positive changes and influencing the 

decision making process that impact on Traveller lives. This paper will in particular focus on 

the Primary Health Care for Travellers Project which established a model for Traveller 

participation in the development of health services. Given the particular disadvantage faced 

by the Traveller community, the inequality in health outcomes they experience, their unique 

social and cultural identity and specific health needs, it is essential that Travellers are 

involved in the set-up, implementation and evaluation stages of Primary Health Care teams. 

Travellers work as Community Health Workers, allowing primary health care to be 



developed based on the Traveller community’s own values and perceptions to achieve 

positive outcomes with long-term effects. 

 

Egemen Yılgür (Beykoz University, Istanbul). 

A Preferred Identity for Romani Immigrants: Immigrant Leftist Worker instead of Çingene.  

 

There were many Romanies in the influx of immigrants from Greece to Turkish Republic. They 

had been mobilized by the Turkish-Greek Population Exchange in 1923 / 24. The majority of 

Romani immigrants had had a long experience of waged employment in tobacco sector and 

leftist politics in Greece. After the population exchange, they transferred all their experiences 

and political culture to Turkey and constituted a very considerable part of Turkish left and union 

movements. It is also worthy of attention that while many of them preferred to define 

themselves as leftist immigrant workers, their non-Roma colleagues and comrades tended to 

denominate them with generic and highly pejorative terms used for Roma and other 

peripatetics in Turkey, like Çingene or Kıpti or Esmer Vatandaş. This case is very similar to the 

Muslim Roma in Bulgaria whose self-denomination was Millet and who prefer to raise their 

religious identity and assumed Turkishness to gain a more prestigious status than the other 

segments of local Roma community. However, they have been denominated as Çingene by the 

ethnic Turks. The identity of leftist immigrant worker had a similar function for Roma tobacco 

workers. Emphasizing their victim status as exploited workers and also rejecting any kind of 

claims pointing their Çingene identity in a passive-aggressive or silent way, they attempted to 

keep their distance from the other Romanies who had hardly had opportunities for 

waged-employment, and thus social mobility and integration to the mainstream social 

relations. 

 

Keywords: Romani Studies, Turkish-Greek Population Exchange, Leftist Movements, Tobacco 

Workers 

 

Sofiya Zahova (University of Iceland). 

Romani Language in Literature Works by Roma.  

 

In the last decades we observe a significant increase in the usage of Romani in books, 

translations and periodical publications written and produced by/for Roma. Although most of 

the Romani authors choose to write/publish in the language of the majority, the Romani 

language has an important place in the Romani authors and publishers production to express 

and flag Romani identity. 

 

The first part of the paper discusses typologies of Romani language publishing in works written 

by Roma authors and activists, among which: Romani as the language of writing and publishing; 



Romani translations of literature texts originally written in another language; Romani language 

words and phrases as key elements (as for instance titles, direct speech, Romani culture 

concepts as kris, mulo, o beng, mahrime etc.) in books by Roma authors written in another 

language. In the second part of the paper I examine in more details the last type of language 

usage, e.g. I´m interested how Romani is employed in non-Romani language text narrations and 

what are the possible connotations and interpretations of its presence. In this context is also 

discussed the Romani language occurrence in works by authors that are not Romani speakers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vita Zalar (Institute of Cultural History, Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences 

and Arts). 

The Interbellum “Gypsies” between State Dissolution, Border Alteration and Economic 

Readjustments. 

 

The geographical region between the Adriatic Sea, the Julian Alps, and the Pannonian Basin, 

which roughly coincides with the territory of today’s Republic of Slovenia, went through 

considerable administrative-territorial changes after the end of WW1. With the dissolution of 

the Austro-Hungarian Empire the southernmost parts of former Cisleithania were divided 

between the Kingdom of Italy and the newly established Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 

Slovenes. The so-called Rapallo border between these two kingdoms caused a considerable 

readjustment of economic activities in the region. A similar process happened also after the 

integration of some of former Hungarian territories into the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 

Slovenes. The Slovenian national historiography has already turned its attention to these 

interwar economic readjustments. The impact of border alterations on the so-called “gypsy” 

residents of the region, however, has not been addressed yet. In the following conference 

contribution, the author will conduct economically oriented transnational research and try to 

answer the following preliminary questions on the lives and choices of the interbellum 

“gypsies”: Which trading routes, if any, were interrupted by border alterations? Is it possible to 

trace transformations of existent trading routes in archival sources? Did administrative changes 

cause trans-border migrations? Were these migrations economically motivated? In which ways 

were the state authorities actively influencing the economic activities of the so-called “gypsy” 

population? 

 

Subject keywords: Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, Kingdom of Yugoslavia, border 

alteration, economic history, migration history 

 



Marian Zăloagă („Gheorghe Șincai” Research Institute/Romanian Academy, Tîrgu Mureș, 
Romania). 

Transylvanian Romanies/Gypsies in the Context of the First World War. Discursive 

Continuities and Participation in the War Effort. 

 

Usually the historical studies dedicated to the Romanies/Gypsies concentrated on the Second 

World War, a context in which this ethnic group was targeted by various far right-wing regimes 

across Europe. Although the first world conflagration is constantly interrogated, recovering the 

experience of various fronts or of combatants from the remotest of the imperial overseas 

colonies, the Romanies/Gypsies presence in the study of the First World War was almost 

entirely forgotten, as if they did not exist at all and did not have face the horrors and the 

transformations of these times. This state of oblivion may suggest that Romanies/Gypsies were 

again absent from the major events of European and world history. In my view, this superficial 

impression is due to the limits of the hegemonic imperial or national historiographical writing. It 

is obvious that, as subjects of the former Austrian-Hungarian Empire, Romanies/Gypsies could 

not escape enrolment or could not be left untouched by the immediate and complex 

consequences of the war. In my presentation I attempt to recover the succinct narratives 

involving Transylvanian Roma/Gypsies and hope to demonstrate how they covered the impact 

of war on this group. I address the German speaking press which mentioned the presence of 

the Roma/Gypsies mostly on the home front. I show how these information displays 

continuities with a former discourse about this group, and eventually, how contextually, 

Romanies/ Gypsies adapted to the new state of belligerence with all it brought along and/or 

how they contributed to the war effort. 

   

Keywords: First World War, Transylvanian Roma/Gypsies, stereotype discourses, war effort 

 

Alexandru Zamfir (University of Bucharest). 

Formal Names versus Nicknames of Roma Origin from the Romanian Territory. 

 

My PhD paper, entitled The anthrophonymic system of roma people from Romania. Historical 

and comparative perspective, comprises an analysis of the roma names that are registered in 

the medieval documents between the XIV and XVI century, from Țara Românească and 

Moldova, in an effort to observe the specific of the roma names in that period. 

 

Firstly, my interest lies in finding the names which are of Roma origin, consequently, I created a 

special category of names of Roma origin, analyzing these names from different linguistic 

perspectives: phonetic, morphological, lexical and even dialectal. 

 



Secondly, classifying these names it occurred to me that a parallel to the contemporary Roma 

names would be necessary, in order to observe the situation of the anthrophonomy of Roma 

origin nowadays. Therefore, I conducted a series of surveys in several Roma communities, in 

order to collect the names adopted by the roma in the recent period, being especially 

interested in the unofficial naming system – more specifically, that of nicknames and by-names. 

Lastly, these two components are meant to shed light onto the names of Roma origin, who may 

shape the identity of the Roma anthrophonymic system in the Romanian territory. 

 

Keywords: anthroponymy, formal names, nicknames, Rromani language, Romanian territory. 

 

 

 

 

Dan Oprescu Zenda (Government of Romania, National Agency on Roma). 

Can a Prejudice Be Accurate? 

 

Some biases/prejudices are remarkable long-lasting (and geographically wide-spread). The fact 

that some prejudices have ugly (sometimes even malignant) consequences for entire groups of 

people is extremely unpleasant/revolting. Nevertheless, it is a methodological duty of any 

scholar and/or activist to reflect on the eventual accuracy of these biases/prejudices. When is a 

certain prejudice “founded” on statistics? And when a “statistic truth” is able of becoming a 

prejudice? At 100%, at 51%, at 3.5%? Sociology, social psychology, but also public polity have to 

answer to such questions, even if the scholars who would try that will be criticized for giving 

ammunition and intellectual cover to bigots. 

 

Keywords: prejudices, statistic truths, Roma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Return to Abstracts 

 
Organized Panels 

Applied Romani Linguistics 

Organizers: Hristo Kyuchukov (hkyuchukov@gmail.com) and William New (newb@beloit.edu) 

The panel is concerned with the social challenges in Europe which the Romani speakers are 

facing nowadays: linguistic integration, acquisition of Romani and second language, educational 

problems of the Romani language speakers. Experience has led to understand that this is a 

challenge for academia, language teaching institutes, public authorities and society in large in 

whole Europe.  At the same time the negative attitudes towards Romani speakers in European 

countries increase, and what will be the future of Romani language it is not clear. 

  

Since we are dealing with a Europe-wide current language policy challenge, the panel will serve 

to present, compare and discuss findings from several European countries. The panel is open 

for experts interested in the field of applied Romani Linguistics – specialists in sociolinguistics 

(languages in contacts), psycholinguistics (language acquisition, language learning and teaching) 

cognitive linguistics (oral and written language processing), pragmatics (use of Romani in 

different context) dialectology (descriptive dialectology, dialects in contact) and all other 

applied areas of Romani language. The panel aims to bring together experts who will present 

their new research findings and will give a possibility for discussions of large number of topics in 

the field of Romani. The candidate participants for the panel are invited to submit abstract with 

clear methodology of research and indicate what is new in their findings. 

 

Biser Alekov. 

Code-Switching among Multilingual Bulgarian Roma Children in Brussels. 

 

Hristo Kyuchukov (University of Silesia in Katowice), Helen Kyratji (University of Cyprus), 

and William New (Beloit College). 

Short Term Memory and Knowledge of Romani by Roma Children in Cyprus. 

 

Milan Samko (Constantine the Philosopher University, Nitra, Slovakia). 

Romani-Slovak Bilingualism of First Grade Roma Children. 

 

Masako Watabe (Sorbonne University, Paris). 



Diversity and Unity – The NooJ Polylectal Module for Rromani. 

The Bayash. New insights into an old issue 

  

Organizers: Biljana Sikimić (biljana.sikimic@bi.sanu.ac.rs) and Annemarie Sorescu Marinković 

(annemariesorescu@gmail.com) 

 

The Bayash (also known as Rudari or Karavlasi) are an ethnic community speaking different 

varieties of Romanian as their first language and inhabiting today most of the countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe. A minimal definition of the group takes their mother tongue as the 

central element, which is coupled with their traditional vocation, woodwork, and the fact that 

the majority population considers them Roma, even if their self-identification greatly varies, 

according to the country they live in. The belonging of the Bayash to the Roma meta-group has 

been fiercely contested over time, and the dispute is far from being settled today. 

The first scholarly accounts on this community belong to Romanian historians and 

ethnographers and date from the beginning of the 20th century. However, the last 20 years saw 

an explosion of scientific papers on this community, mainly penned by authors from Croatia, 

Hungary, Romania and Serbia, which granted a specific profile to this new discipline, the Bayash 

studies. At the crossroads between Romani and Romanian studies, the Bayash studies are an 

interdisciplinary field concerned with the experiences of the Bayash over time, which mainly 

draws on aspects of sociology, anthropology and linguistics, and offer an overarching arena to 

scientists interested in this group. 

This panel aims at marking a century of Bayash studies by bringing together researchers from 

different fields (anthropologists, historians, linguists, ethnographers, demographers, 

sociologists, folklorists etc.), dedicated to the study of this group. With the goal of deepening 

the knowledge about the Bayash in the 21st century and summing up the existing information in 

the area, the panel welcomes contributions which address questions such as (but are not 

limited to) the following: 

● - the language of the Bayash in and outside Romania; 

● - the multilingualism of the Bayash; 

● - education and language policies for the Bayash in the 21st century; 

● - Bayash / Rudari / Karavlasi – the avatars of a term; 

● - settlement types and housing practices of the Bayash in the past and today; 

● - Bayash customs and traditions – what was lost and what has been gained; 

● - (new) religions of the Bayash; 

● - (oral) history of / and the Bayash; 

● - inclusion and exclusion of the Bayash in present day Europe; 

● - the Bayash and the Holocaust; 



● - Bayash labour migrations; 

● - the seminomadism of the Bayash; 

● - the Bayash in Western Europe and the USA. 

 

Thomas A Acton (University of Greenwich, Bucks New University, Corvinus University). 

The Conflation of the Beash and the Rudari: Unwitting Collusion between Roma and 

Gypsylorists in Perpetuating Antigypsyism. 

 

Adrian-Nicolae Furtuna (Center for Cultural and Social Research "Romane Rodimata"). 

Negotiation of Identity. The Case of Rudari in Romania. 

 

Todd L. Price (Roma Bible Translation Team). 

To Bayash or Not to Bayash: The Influence of the Croatian Language in Bible 

Translation among Ardilan Bayash in Medjumurje, Croatia. 

 

Petar Radosavljevic. 

The Publications in Bayash Romanian in Croatia. 

 

Biljana Sikimić (Institute for Balkan Studies of SASA, Belgrade). 

Labor Migrations of the Bayash in Ex-Yugoslavia. 

 

Annemarie Sorescu-Marinković (Institute for Balkan Studies, Belgrade). 

The Bayash in Europe: an Attempt at Mapping. 

 

Melody J. Wachsmuth (Oxford Centre for Mission Studies). 

Counter-Storytelling in Croatia: Roma Oral History Accounts during the 1990s War. 

 

From Romani genocide to intercultural education 

 

Organizers: William New (newb@beloit.edu) and Hristo Kyuchukov (hkyuchukov@gmail.com) 

 

Over the past three decades, there has been extensive scholarship and documentation related 

to the Romani genocide that took place across Europe during the Nazi period. This has taken 

many forms: book-length histories, monographs and articles across many disciplines, memoirs, 

literature, visual arts, monuments and museums, music, and archival collections, just to name a 

few. Some countries have begun, after long delay, the kinds of ‘truth and reconciliation’ 

processes with respect for Romani victims that were initiated for other groups almost 

immediately at the close of World War II. In many countries, though -- particularly those with 

the largest present-day Romani populations -- that process has never really begun. There are 



good reasons to believe that this historical amnesia contributes to an intergenerational, 

post-traumatic stress experienced by many in the Romani community, and in some ways 

experienced by affected Romani communities as a whole. Likewise, there is reason to believe 

that not recognizing the genocide contributes to the legitimation of discriminatory practices 

against Roma, and their general social stigmatization, by protecting those in the majority from 

knowledge about their own cultural and political histories. At the level of states and 

intergovernmental associations like the EU, ‘forgetting’ helps perpetuate the racial thinking that 

fueled this genocide, and may contribute to discriminatory policies and practices, from 

education to health care to employment to housing.  

 

The purpose of this panel is to share ideas about how knowledge of the many forms of Romani 

genocide might be disseminated so as to constitute meaningful ‘intercultural education.’ We do 

not want to limit education to what happens in schools, not to diminish the importance of 

curriculum and pedagogy. The transformation of German consciousness, through explicit 

intervention in schools, with respect to anti-Semitism -- though not so much with respect to 

anti-Gypsyism -- is instructive in this regard. But there are many other ways in which 

intercultural education, as processes of increasing critical public awareness about the Romani 

genocides and their aftermath, can be approached. Children are important subjects of 

education, but no less so than their parents, other citizens, and their political representatives. 

We invite scholars, artists, activists, and others to consider ways in which knowledge about 

some aspect of the Romani genocide(s) -- in whatever form -- can be brought into the public 

light, where it might serve the purpose of educating. Proposals should specify the knowledge 

authors wish to bring to light, the audience they would like to reach, the modalities through 

which they would offer their intercultural education, the contexts in which this education 

would take place, and the changes they would like to effect. 

 

Slawomir Kapralski (Pedagogical University of Krakow). 
The Advantages and Disadvantages of Informal Education about Roma Genocide: The 

Case of Poland’s “Roma Caravan Memorial” and Its Impact. 

 

Vera Klopčič. 
Why It's Important to Learn about a Forgotten Roma Genocide. 

 

William New (Beloit College) and Hristo Kyuchukov (University of Silesia, Katowice). 

From Holocaust Education to Roma Genocide Education. 

 

Ciprian Tudor (ICCV, Romanian Academy; SNSPA). 

Intercultural Education by Ethical/Esthetical Immersion. 



Methodological challenges in the study of Roma 

Organizers: Manuela Mendes (mamendesster@gmail.com) and Olga Magano 

(Olga.Magano@uab.pt) 
 

The practice of research in Roma Studies implies a holistic approach and theoretical-practical 

imagination and the flexible and complementary use of several techniques of data collection. 

On the one hand, what reciprocity in terms of benefits researcher / participants in research, 

what discussions are raised in terms of ethics? Can we advance with the notion of ethics 

situated in Roma studies? To what extent we can enter and leave the lives of the investigated, 

collect the information sought and leave them with immense expectations about our work 

when we know that pure research work is not primarily about social activism or the mission to 

intervene / interfere in people's lives? 

 

On the other hand, the field studies generate tensions and conflicts, having a dissonance of 

expectations between investigators and investigated. The studies can also contribute to Roma 

empowerment, participation in society, sense of community to others and the concern for the 

common good. The use of participatory action research and the adoption of strategies of 

co-production in research aims at the empowerment; working "with" communities tends to 

provide the communities with greater control over the research process and is a mutual 

process of learning. 

 

The objective of this panel is to provide a space for sharing and debate of methodologies and 

research techniques in the study of Roma, whether quantitative or qualitative, in different 

areas of social sciences and in different countries. 

 

Andreea Ionescu Berechet (Graduate School, National School for Political and 

Administrative Studies Bucharest). 

A Cinematic Expression of Roma Anthropological Immersions in Romanian Cinema. 

 

Ana Rita Costa (CRIA-IUL). 

‘We are All on Facebook’: Reflecting on New Methodological Possibilities in the Study 

of/with Roma. 

 

Paola Di Carlo (Università degli Studi di Firenze). 
Memory as Antidote to Discrimination: A Visual Sociology Research on Roma People in 

the City of Pescara. 

 

http://Olga.Magano@uab.p/


Maria Manuela Mendes (FAUL, Lisbon University; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, 

(ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal) and Olga Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, 

Portugal; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal. 

Community Resilience and Collaborative Research: Some Research Notes on a Case 

Study in the Lisbon Metropolitan Area. 

 

Ewa Nowicka (Collegium Civitas, Warsaw) and Maciej Witkowski (WSB University, 

Szeroka, Poland). 

The Researcher’s Own Emotions as a Tool of Insight: In Search of Indicators of Crossing 

the Ethnic Boundary in the Roma Pentecostal Community. 

 

Dan Oprescu Zenda (Government of Romania, National Agency on Roma). 

Can a Prejudice be Accurate? 

Queer(y)ing Romani Studies: from deconstruction to solidarity 

Organizers: Jekatyerina Dunajeva (katyadunajeva@gmail.com), Lucie Fremlova 

(lucie.fremlova@gmail.com), and Violeta Vayda (V.Vajda@sussex.ac.uk) 

 

This panel starts from the premise that Romani Studies finds itself at a watershed moment. 

Recently, Stewart (2017) issued an academic warning to the effect that the ‘Nothing about us 

without us’ paradigm in critical approaches to Romani Studies is ‘a close-society’ one and as 

such, is dangerous. While one may agree with the notion that ‘closed-society paradigms’ are 

prone to being problematic due to often being signs of conservatism, and even dogma, Romani 

Studies, which, until very recently, has been dominated by non-Romani (white), often male 

scholars, provides an example of such conservatism. Meanwhile, constituencies traditionally 

marginalized or not ‘normally’ at home in the Roma rights movement, Romani Studies and 

Roma communities such as LGBTQ, feminists, post-colonialists and activists have shown the 

way towards a wide platform of solidarity with movements that can propel Romani Studies 

forward in new and exciting ways. For example, the articles included in the 'Roma Rights 

Quarterly 2015/2: Nothing about us without us' ask for what has been long overdue: that is for 

Romani scholars to be included and to take part in knowledge production relating to Roma in 

the same way that non-Romani scholars have been accustomed to and have often taken for 

granted. Yet their ask is not exclusionary: theories and methodologies such as intersectionality, 

critical race theory, participatory action research and theories around reimagining power all 

enrich the field and aim to look critically at – or queer(y) – Romani Studies without excluding 

Romani scholars. 'Nothing about us without us' goes much further than that, though, in a 

partial response to the call for Romani Studies to transcend the 'ethnic frame of reference' 

(Stewart, 2010) by including Romani voices that are not necessarily ethnically-only identified; 

for instance, voices that may be identified on the basis of sexuality, gender/gender-identity etc. 



In this context, non-Romani identified researchers also have a place at the table by challenging, 

deconstructing, and reclaiming their identities – critical whiteness is very ‘queer’ by nature of 

being counter/non/anti-normative in relation to whiteness as a social norm 

(white-normativity). In practical terms, it means that researchers in traditionally dominant 

and/or oppressor roles towards Roma do not necessarily have to be Romani to be included in 

knowledge production on Romani communities; however, it is helpful if they can examine their 

own privilege and challenge it accordingly not only academically, but also politically and 

socially. (By the same token, a ‘queer’ researcher does not necessarily have to be LGBTIQ; 

however, if they are straight, they need to be able to critically examine their own 

straight/heteronormative/cis-normative privilege and challenge it accordingly at all levels: 

academically, politically and socially.) Our panel opens up a space for all those scholars who 

work on deconstructing, queer(y)ing and reclaiming identities in relation to Romani Studies. 

 

William Bila.  

White Academia is Looking for the Next Thing to Say, When It Should be Listening. 

 

Carol Silverman (University of  Oregon). 

From Reflexivity to Collaboration to Advocacy: Changing Roles of a non-Romani 

Scholar/activist/performer. 

 

Violeta Vajda (University of Sussex and Institute of Development Studies), Lucie 

Fremlova (Central European University), and Jekaterina Dunajeva (Pazmany Peter 

Catholic University, Hungary). 

Beyond Scientific Objectivity in Romani Studies. 

Roma and public policies: what impacts the integration of Roma? 

Organizers: Olga Magano (Olga.Magano@uab.pt), Manuela Mendes 

(mamendesster@gmail.com), and Stefania Toma (tomastefania76@yahoo.com) 

 

Roma continue to be referred to as the poorest people, with the worst housing conditions, the 

least educated, and the main target of racism and discrimination in today's societies. In order to 

promote measures for the integration of Roma people States have implemented, in various 

countries, public policies that promote social welfare in accordance with the guidelines of the 

“modern and democratic” Social State. 

 

Policies vary from country to country, for example in some there are specific policies for Roma                

and in others there are only universal policies. Knowledge about the impact of existing policies               

is still poorly publicized and sharing and discussion is urgently needed with the exchange of               

experiences and examples of good practice. 



 

The aim of this panel is to bring together papers that reflect on the impact of national and                  

international public policies which are in line with the European Strategy for Roma Integration              

in the European Union and the national strategies for the integration of Roma in each country                

as well as on projects and intervention strategies mobilized by non-governmental organizations            

which had decisive and little known effects on Roma individuals and families, and which              

promoted social change and greater equality of access to the effective exercise of citizenship as               

recommended by international bodies. 

 

Ariadna Ayala Rubio (Université Paris-Est). 

Gypsy Conceptions about a Social Policy: Reactions to the Professionals “Styles” while 

Applying the Guaranteed Minimum Income (RMI) in Madrid. 

 

Elena-Loreni Baciu and Theofild-Andrei Lazar (West University of Timisoara, Romania). 

The Forsaken Worker and the Administrative Construction of the ‘Inactivity’ on the 

Labour Market: Some Evidence from the Roma Minority in Romania. 

 

Andrej Belak (P J Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic; University Of Groningen, 

Netherlands; Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic), Daniela Filakovska, and  Jan 

Ort. 

Collaborative Health-Needs Assessment and Health-Mediation Evaluation in 

Marginalized Roma Communities in Slovakia: Lessons Learned upon Methodology 

Development. 

 

Cătălin Berescu (Research Institute for Quality of Life, Romanian Academy). 

Why Is Housing Always More Important Than Education? A Critique of the Current 

Inclusion Policies of the Roma. 

 

Daniela Filakovska Bobakova (PJ Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic), Marcela 

Adamova, and Andrej Belak. 

Introducing the Position of Roma Health Mediators into Hospitals as Part of  the 

National Strategy for Roma Integration in Slovakia. 

 

Olga Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, 

(ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal) and Maria Manuela Mendes (FAUL, Lisbon 

University; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

Public Education Policies and Schooling Inequalities of Ciganos in Portugal: A Critical 

Analysis Focus in the National Strategy. 

 



Carlos Medinas ( Câmara Municipal de Reguengos de Monsaraz, Portugal) and Olga 

Magano (Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, 

(ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

Roma and Digital Literacy: A Case Study in Reguengos De Monsaraz, Portugal. 

 

Lison Merville (EHESS, Paris; FSPUB, Bucharest). 

Between Eviction and Resistance: French Slums Today, the Case of Bobigny. 

 

Isabel Pereira (Centro de Emprego e Formação Profissional de Entre Douro e Vouga, São 

João da Madeira, Portugal) and Olga Magano Universidade Aberta, Lisbon, Portugal; 

Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, (ISCTE-IUL), CIES-IUL, Lisboa, Portugal). 

"Nobody Gives Employment to Gypsies!": Gypsies and Formal Labor Market in 

Portugal. 

 

Stefánia Toma (Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities). 

The Health Mediators in Romania – An Assessment of the Context and of the Needs. 

Roma in the period between WWI and WWII 

Organizers: Elena Marushiakova (studiiromani@geobiz.net) and Vesselin Popov 

(vesselin.popov@gmail.com) 
 

This panel aims at addressing one of the still under-researched topics in Romani Studies, 

namely the history of the Roma in the period between WWI and WWII. This period represented 

an era of significant changes worldwide, which encompassed numerous fields, such as, to list a 

few: the breakdowns of old Empires, re-drawing of borders, beginning of new world relations 

on a macro-level along with new inter-ethnic relations on micro-levels, huge movement of 

populations, the birth of new nation states, rise  of nationalism and internationalism, peace 

arrangements and exchange of populations, civil wars, important developments in interwar 

diplomacy and international relations, growth of economies , stagnation and depression, novel 

social, ideological and cultural trends and innovations, and others. This turnover not only 

marked the beginning of new stage in world history but also, on a micro level, it impacted the 

living strategies and visions about the future of Roma communities worldwide. 

 

The point of departure of this panel is the fact that Roma in their history were never a 

hermetically isolated social and cultural system. They existed, and continue to exist nowadays, 

in two dimensions. On the one hand, as separate ethnic communities and on the other hand as 

part of the macro-societies in which they live within the respective nation-states. Along with 

the members of the macro-societies they experienced great changes and turbulences such as 

the breakdowns of old Empires, the establishment of nation states and processes of 

mailto:vesselin.popov@gmail.com


modernisation. In this time span, Roma started to be politically institutionalised, 

instrumentalised and subjected to a variety of controversial policy practices. At the same time, 

they started to develop their own visions for the development of their communities, both on 

local and international levels.  

 

This panel aims to bring together researchers from different disciplinary fields and it seeks to 

study of impact of the Interbellum period on Roma communities. Presentations reflecting any 

aspect of this broad theme are welcomed. The panel is specially interested to invite 

presentations that will look at Roma not only as passive recipients of policy measures but also 

as active architects (agents) of their own lives. The aim is together with papers studying 

evidences reflecting state policies in regard to Roma to include presentations which analyse the 

appearance and development of social and political projects proposed by Roma. 

 

Alexander V. Chernykh and Dmitrii I. Vaiman (Perm Federal Research Centre, Ural 

Division of the Russian Academy of Sciences). 

Kalderash-Roma in Russia in the 1920-30s. 

 

Ion Duminica (Institute of Cultural Heritage of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova). 

The Repercussion of Romanian Interwar Policies Towards Romani Everyday Life as 

Reflected in Periodicals. 

 

Jekatyerina Dunajeva (Pazmany Peter Catholic University ,Hungary). 

From “Unsettled Fortune-tellers” to Socialist Workers: Education Policies and Roma in 

Early Soviet Union. 

 

Aleksandar G. Marinov (University of St Andrews). 

The Roma and the Protestant Mission in Bulgaria between the Two World Wars. 

 

Elena Marushiakova and Vesselin Popov (University of St Andrews), 

Gypsy Nomadism vs. Roma Activism in Eastern Europe during the Interwar Period. 

 

 

 

Egemen Yılgür (Beykoz University, Istanbul). 

A Preferred Identity for Romani Immigrants: Immigrant Leftist Worker instead of 

Çingene. 

 

Vita Zalar (Institute of Cultural History, Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of 

Sciences and Arts). 



The Interbellum “Gypsies” between State Dissolution, Border Alteration and Economic 

Readjustments. 

 

Romani Language in South-Eastern Europe 

Organizers: Kimmo Granqvist (kimmo.granqvist@sh.se) and Julieta Rotaru 

(julieta.rotaru@sh.se) 
 

The Vlax and Balkan Romani dialects constitute the most important groups of Romani dialects, 

with regards to the number of speakers, geographical spread and the extent of documentation 

(cf. Matras 2002: 67). Large numbers of Roma speak these dialects even outside Europe in 

North and Latin America. There are speech communities of The Vlax dialects even in China, 

South and East Africa, Hong Kong and Singapore (Hancock 1995: 30).  

 

We invite to this panel papers dealing with Romani dialects used currently or historically in the 

Balkans, Romania and Greece. Papers on these dialects in their migrant settings are also 

welcome. We welcome papers dealing with any aspect of theoretical and applied Romani 

Linguistics and Philology. Multidisciplinary papers are particularly welcome, combining e.g. 

aspects of Linguistics with Migration Studies, Political Sciences or History. In addition to papers 

in English, contributors are invited to presented papers in Romani (all varieties welcome). 

Papers should be 20 minutes long with an additional 10 minutes allotted for discussion. 

 

Corina Ceama (Romanian Ministry of Education). 

Theoretical Approach to the Means of Enriching the Vocabulary of Romani Language. 

 

Kimmo Granqvist (Södertörn University, Stockholm). 

Vasile Pogor’s Romanian-Romani Dictionary: Insights into the Lexicon. 

 

Dragos-Stelian Olteanu.  

Notes on the Phonology of Some Romance Loanwords into Romani. 

 

Daniel-Samuel Petrilă.  

The Suffix –(i)men in Tamashda (Pons Thomae) Romani. 

 

Viktor Shapoval (Moscow City University). 
Linguistic Terms in Romani: Comparing Decisions. 

 

Alexandru Zamfir (University of Bucharest). 

mailto:julieta.rotaru@sh.se


Formal Names versus Nicknames of Roma Origin from the Romanian Territory. 

 

 

 

The Untold Story. An oral history of the Roma People in Romania 

Organizers: Doru Radosav (radosav.doru@gmail.com), Lavinia Costea (slavinia@msn.com) 
 

In spite of a growing fascination for people on the margins many such communities do 

not possess history in a documented form.This is characteristic to the Roma people of Romania 

as well, whose history consists of a limited number of publications which usually ends with 

World War II. One of the reasons for their absence from history refers to the oral tradition of 

these communities which did not generate written testimonials of their existence. Albeit one of 

the last communities in Europe with a strong oral tradition, very few of the stories of the Roma 

have been listened to or recorded. The research project, “The Untold Story. An oral history of 

the Roma People in Romania,” had as major aim to address the lacunas in the historiography by 

conducting an extensive study regarding the history of the Roma people in Romania by 

collecting, preserving and interpreting oral narratives of the Roma population. The topic of this 

panel is the recent history of the Roma communities in Romania (re)constructed through oral 

narratives and accompanied by research of archival documentation as reflected in the 

aforementioned project, but at the same time, welcomes other contributions that address the 

topic under scrutiny. 

 

Diana-Alexandra Nistor (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

Mobility as a Way of Living. Roma Communities in Transylvania during the Communist             

Regime. 

 

Ionela Bogdan (Babeş-Bolyai University; University of Iceland). 

If You Have Nothing to Hide, You Have Nothing to Fear: Gender, State Policies and 

Lived Experience among Romanian Roma during the Communist Regime. 

Călin Andrei Olariu (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

The Use of Genre in Roma Life Story Narratives. 

 

Manuela Marin (Babeș-Bolyai University). 

Resistance at the Periphery: Roma People in Communist Romania. 

 

Lavinia Costea (Babeş-Bolyai University). 

Everyday Life of the Roma in Socialist Romania: Surviving Food Shortage.  
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